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First Doctoral Cohort Makes ATU History
The fourteen individuals who started a journey together two years 

ago are now more than classmates—they are bound by a shared 

place in Arkansas Tech University history as the institution’s first 

doctoral students.

“The cohort benefited me because we came in as strangers, but 

are leaving as sisters and brothers,” said Keith McGee, Sr. “We 

became a family throughout this process. This was evident by the 

relationships that were built among us.”

McGee was the first of eight doctoral candidates to defend their 

dissertations in February 2017. He was followed by fellow cohort 

members Ivy Pfeffer, Tiffany Bone, Cody Chatman, Christopher 

Johnson, Cynthia Rice, Keri Rathbun and Mary Ann Spears.

Each of them survived the gauntlet and advanced to 

commencement in May 2017 as the first eight individuals to earn a 

doctorate from ATU.

For Chatman, it was the natural next step in his association with 

the institution.

“I am a life-long Wonder Boy,” said Chatman. “I received my 

Bachelor of Arts degree from ATU in 2005, a Master of Education 

in educational leadership from ATU in 2009 and my Educational 

Specialist degree from ATU in 2012. As the old saying goes, I have 

been Gunterized (Dr. Mary Gunter, dean of the ATU Graduate 

College and College of Education). I love ATU and the Center for 

Leadership and Learning (CLL). When Dr. Gunter approached me 

about the program a couple of years ago, I jumped at the chance 

to be a part of ATU history. I am proud to be a member of the first 

graduating class from ATU to earn a doctorate degree. For me, 

there was no other choice.”

Bone also points to Gunter, whose vision made the Doctor of 

Education degree possible, as the key factor in leading her to the 

program.

“Her reputation for running a quality graduate program is 

known throughout the state,” said Bone. “Everyone I know 

who has been through Arkansas Tech’s educational leadership 

program has absolutely raved about how the experience was so 

transformational.”

Bone’s transformation has been defined by an increased awareness 

of the importance of building cohesion within a team.

“I have been reaffirmed in my belief that for institutional change to 

occur, you must have a shared vision for the change and a shared 

belief that change is needed,” said Bone. “Getting buy-in from the 

people with whom I work has allowed me to lead them successfully 

through difficult change. I feel better able to form a leadership 

team incorporating every stakeholder in the process of school 

improvement. I truly understand the value of an interdependent 

team working toward a common goal.”

Rathbun said she already feels more prepared to lead her school 

after receiving the opportunity to study current research and data 

that impacts student achievement as part of the doctoral program.

“I have become a more global thinker,” said Rathbun. “I am starting 

to look at how things we do in our schools not only affect our 

community but could also impact our state or greater.

"I can't imagine going through this program without my cohort," 

continued Rathbun. "Not only were we classmates, but they 

have become a support system for me that I know will continue 

throughout my career. I always looked forward to going to class, 

especially as we began writing our dissertations. I knew that I 

would be able to talk to members of my cohort about problems 

or questions that I had and they would listen, encourage and help 

find solutions.”

Johnson can envision himself achieving a new level of excellence in 

his daily duties with the Doctor of Education degree from Tech on 

his wall.

“Pursuing the degree at Tech taught me a lot of valuable 

information about being not only an instructional leader but how 

to be an effective scholarly practitioner,” said Johnson. “The staff 

worked to ensure I received a quality experience, and that I was 

prepared to represent the university. The one thing that I have 

learned is to be more than a manager; I learned what it takes to be 

a transformational leader.”

For the first eight graduates of the Doctor of Education degree at 

ATU, a journey is now complete.

“This experience was everything that I envisioned,” said McGee. 

“The class discussions and presentations helped shift my mindset 

on being a transformational leader in this profession of education. 

As I continue to strive to be an effective school leader, the staff 

at Arkansas Tech University demanded us to stay abreast of the 

current trends in education using advanced technology to enhance 

leaders in today’s society.

“It means a lot to me knowing that I am a part of a great family in 

Arkansas Tech University,” continued McGee. “Knowing that I am a 

part of university history brings great joy to me and my family. I will 

cherish this and be forever grateful to Arkansas Tech University for 

this opportunity.”

For the other six members of the initial cohort—Amanda Britt, 

Yvette Dillingham, Patsy A. Hughey, Juanita Mitchell, Robert Moore 

and Marc Sherrell—the journey will continue.

“It is such an honor to be among the first to have received this 

particular degree from this university,” said Bone. “It will mean so 

much more once all 14 of us graduate. Fab 14!” |
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Exclusive Internship for ATU Education Students
One hundred and sixty miles northeast 

of Russellville, in Cherry Valley, Arkansas, 

health and physical education intern 

Brooke Gullett preps her fourth grade 

PE class for her hour with them using a 

variety of basic stretches to help them 

warm up. Unassuming from the exterior, 

the elementary and high school grounds 

of Cross County schools are situated 

neatly between two vast fields that are 

between plantings. Unassuming, because, 

the interior and population of this school 

are nothing short of innovative and the 

dictionary definition of experiential 

learning.

While roaming the halls, fourth-graders 

are busy conducting physics experiments 

with everyday objects and recording the 

results on Macbooks. Each student seems 

to already be an expert on Google drive 

and its various apps. “The kids here are all 

farm kids; you don’t see a lot of what you 

might see in a big school,” says Gullett. 

“The kids here really respect the teachers 

and the teachers work as a full team and 

co-exist well.”

Gullett is the first Arkansas Tech student 

to have received a TIF (Teacher Incentive 

Fund) grant through Cross County School 

District, a grant created to recruit highly-

skilled teacher candidates in high-need 

subject areas. Cross County, through an 

MOU (Memorandum of Understanding), 

has agreed to pull these teaching interns 

exclusively from Arkansas Tech. “The 

candidates go through a highly selective 

hiring process,” says Director of Teacher 

Education, Laura Flake. “During the 

semester of the internship, they receive a 

$10,000 stipend.” These students are also 

asked to make a three-year commitment to 

teach at Cross County. 

According to Flake, “Research has shown 

that teacher candidates become invested 

in the districts where they do their student 

teaching, so by attracting this caliber of 

candidate to these high-need areas it 

is a win-win.” Teaching candidates who 

continue to teach at Cross County until 

year five receive an additional $10,000 

bonus for each contract year.

Reflecting on the honor of receiving this 

inaugural internship opportunity, Gullett 

says, “If Tech didn’t put us [education 

majors] in the field so much, I’d be 

drowning right now. A textbook doesn’t 

prepare you for second-graders or 

argumentative children who want to be 

competitive. The variety of experiences 

that we are immersed in really helps a 

lot.” |
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Roots Run Deep for Burnett, Reappointed to Board
Eric Burnett knows where he came from.

That’s why he serves as head boys’ 

basketball coach at his alma mater, 

Fort Smith Northside High School, 

which he led to the 2017 Class 7A state 

championship.

It’s also why he has accepted a second 

opportunity to provide leadership at the 

other school that shaped him—Arkansas 

Tech University.

Burnett was appointed by Gov. Asa 

Hutchinson to a five-year term on the 

ATU Board of Trustees in January 2017. 

He was previously a member of the 

board from January 2011-January 2016 

and was chairman of the board in 2015.

A 1994 graduate of Arkansas Tech, 

Burnett earned four letters as a member 

of the Wonder Boys basketball team. 

He was named an NAIA All-American in 

1993 and he was a two-time All-Arkansas 

Intercollegiate Conference selection. 

The Wonder Boys won 83 games and the 

1993 AIC title during Burnett’s career.

Burnett and his wife, Michelle, have two 

daughters.

Returning members of the Arkansas 

Tech Board of Trustees for 2017 are 

Leigh Whiteside of Russellville (chair), 

Charles Blanchard of Russellville (vice 

chair), Fritz Kronberger of Russellville 

(secretary) and Tom Kennedy of Little 

Rock. |

Parsons Aims for Alumni Engagement as Alumni Board President
Dustin Parsons has fit a large amount of Arkansas Tech University 

into the last 13 years of his life.

Since arriving on the Russellville campus as a freshman in 2004, 

Parsons has earned three degrees from Tech, won election as 

Student Government Association president, earned one of the 

institution's most prestigious student awards and served on 

both the ATU Young Alumni Advisory Board and the ATU Alumni 

Association Board of Directors.

He is taking the natural next step by serving as president of the 

alumni board in 2017.

"My role as president of the alumni board is to bridge the 

communication between alumni and the university," said Parsons.

In 2010, Parsons capped a busy senior year by earning a Bachelor 

of Science degree in agriculture business from Tech. That same 

year saw him serve as SGA president and capture the Alfred J. 

Crabaugh Award, which is given annually to the most outstanding 

senior male student at Arkansas Tech.

He continued his ATU education with a Master of Education 

degree in teaching, learning and leadership in 2013 and a Master of 

Education degree in educational leadership in 2015.

Parsons returned home to the Bauxite School District to begin 

his education career in 2011. He is a fifth grade teacher at Pine 

Haven Elementary School. As he balances his responsibilities 

through his year as president of the ATU Alumni Association Board 

of Directors, Parsons is focused on ensuring that his fellow Tech 

graduates are able to keep ATU in their lives despite their hectic 

day-to-day pace.

"After graduation, we get busy with life,” said Parsons. “My goal is 

to help connect more alumni to their university." |
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ATU Ozark Student Turns Tragedy Into A New Purpose
Just five months after the tragic loss of her second son, Jonah, who 

had passed away three weeks after his birth due to a congenital 

heart defect, Wendy Cox began her education at Arkansas Tech 

University-Ozark Campus in January 2010.

“The horrible situation really put everything into 

perspective,” said Cox.

She realized life was too short to waste time with 

her mundane office job. She wanted to restructure 

her life, so she quit her office job to attend college.

“ATU Ozark was just what I needed,” said Cox. “I 

was older when I started. I was 36 or 37, but I still 

fit in on campus. I didn’t feel out of place. There 

were other parents, the classes were small, and 

the instructors were patient and helpful. It is a 

beautiful campus.”

When Cox first enrolled, she admitted she did not 

have a plan. Cox took several classes in many areas of study and 

still wasn’t sure which degree she wanted to pursue. Then she 

received a letter about the Cardiovascular Tech program at ATU 

Ozark.

After Jonah’s passing, Cox had become interested in heart health 

and early detection practices. The program would only further her 

knowledge and interest. She knew this would be a job she would 

love, and it would honor Jonah at the same time. Cox was already 

involved as a volunteer for the American Heart Association and 

Arkansas Children’s Hospital.

“I knew I had to do it,” said Cox. “This program was exactly what 

I needed.” After getting an associate’s degree in cardiovascular 

technology-cardiac sonography, she earned a position at Sparks 

Hospital in Fort Smith, the very hospital where Jonah was born 

before he was later transferred to Children’s.

Jonah’s situation was unusual. He had a congenital 

heart defect and several other complications. 

During his short life, he had undergone three open 

heart surgeries.

“All of the defects on his heart ended up being one-

in-a-million chances,” she said. Jonah’s situation 

was so specific, one of the doctors Cox worked with 

remembered him. “Dr. Ashcraft was talking about 

how they once had a transposition of the greater 

arteries, and I said, ‘That was my kid!’” continued 

Cox.

During her clinicals, Cox was able to work with the 

cardiologists from Children’s who had taken care of her son, which 

helped prepare her for working with children.

When they asked if she was okay doing pediatrics, Cox replied, 

“Yes, that is why I am here.”

Now, seven years after Cox quit her office job and decided to 

attend ATU Ozark, she is so grateful she made the plunge.

“I didn’t even know what a congenital heart defect was when Jonah 

was born,” said Cox. “Now, I deal with this kind of work every day.

“I love my job,” Cox continued. “Getting that letter in the mail was 

fate. I am living my life to the fullest and honoring Jonah every 

single day.” |

“ATU 
Ozark 

was just 
what I 

needed.”
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Remembering a Legacy: Col. Carl Baswell
Arkansas Tech University lost one of its most 

loyal and ardent supporters on Nov. 20, 

2016, when Col. Carl Franklin Baswell passed 

away at the age of 94.

Two structures at Arkansas Tech in 

Russellville — Baswell Residence Hall 

and Baswell Techionery — are named for 

Baswell in recognition of his support for the 

university.

Baswell’s story began on May 18, 1922, in 

Heber Springs, Arkansas, where he was born 

to Ruby and Ross Baswell. He graduated 

from Heber Springs High School in 1940, 

and it was a fellow Heber Springs graduate 

who persuaded Baswell to attend Arkansas 

Tech.

“There was a young man from Heber Springs 

by the name of Charles Ward, and he was 

the editor of the Arka Tech (newspaper),” 

said Baswell in a 2005 interview at his home. 

“He had encouraged me to come over to 

Tech, and I received a scholarship because 

I graduated third in my class. I went over in 

1940, and to sustain myself I worked in NYA 

(National Youth Administration) at Arkansas 

Tech. I remember we were permitted to earn 

up to 15 cents per hour, and we could earn 

up to $17.50 per month. Fifteen of that went 

toward our subsistence, and we got to put 

the other $2.50 in our pocket.”

Baswell graduated from Tech shortly after 

the event that helped determine the course 

of his life and the lives of many young men 

from that era.

“I was at Tech when Pearl Harbor happened,” 

said Baswell. “I can remember coming out of 

the Rialto Theater in downtown Russellville 

on Dec. 7, 1941, and someone told me that 

Pearl Harbor had been bombed. I didn’t 

even know where that was. I had only left 

Arkansas once before I joined the Army, 

but once I got in, I was able to travel and 

see things I’d never seen before. I liked 

that travel, and I decided right there and 

then that I was going to make the Army a 

career. Once I advanced up to the ranks of 

lieutenant and captain, my goal became to 

stay in the Army to make full Colonel. And I 

did it.”

Baswell was wounded during the largest 

land battle the United States participated in 

during World War II, the Battle of the Bulge. 

He was evacuated to England until near the 

end of the war in 1945, and he was sitting 

at a German train station when he received 

word that World War II was over and his side 

had prevailed.

Seventy years later, he was able to sum up 

how he felt on Aug. 14, 1945, with one word.

“Relief,” said Baswell as he recalled that 

moment at the German train station. “In the 

yard there was a tanker of French red wine, 

and we all got loaded.”

The years after WWII brought a wide variety 

of experiences to Baswell’s life. He helped 

oversee the reconstruction of numerous 

destroyed bridges on the German Autobahn 

and served in the Korean War.

Baswell worked with the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers in the Little Rock district office, 

where he helped with the construction of 

the Greers Ferry Dam near his hometown of 

Heber Springs, the same project that had 

inspired him to become an engineer as a 

young boy.

Baswell entered the private sector after his 

retirement from the U.S. Armed Services. 

He was director of international operations 

for KLEE KG, a German international 

construction and service firm, from 1974-

92. He remained an active engineering and 

business consultant for many years beyond 

his retirement.

His generous financial support of Arkansas 

Tech has included funds for scholarships and 

a gift during the Return to Glory campaign. 

Baswell Residence Hall was dedicated in his 

honor in 2007, and Baswell Techionery was 

dedicated in his honor in 2011.

“Col. Baswell’s life represents all the best 

qualities of America’s greatest generation,” 

said Dr. Robin E. Bowen, ATU president. 

“His legacy and indomitable spirit will live 

on through the Arkansas Tech students who 

benefit from his philanthropy on a daily 

basis.”

On May 16, 2009, Baswell became the 100th 

individual inducted into the Arkansas Tech 

Hall of Distinction under the Distinguished 

Alumnus category. He was later joined in 

the Hall of Distinction by Heber Springs 

neighbors Terry and Ben Rothwell. Mr. 

Rothwell remembers the bond he shared 

with Baswell as “best friends born a 

generation apart.”

“People ask me, if I had it to do over again, 

what would I do differently,” said Baswell. 

“I wouldn’t do anything differently. If you 

change one thing, you make a mistake 

somewhere else. I wouldn’t change any of 

it.” |
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DEVELOPMENT

Friday, July 21 

Tech Night with the Arkansas Travelers 

Dickey-Stephens Ballpark, North Little Rock

Friday & Saturday, October 20-21 

Homecoming, Arkansas Tech University

Visit www.techties.atu.edu, call 

(479) 968-0242 or e-mail alumni@atu.edu  

for more information.

TECH DAY AT THE RACES
Arkansas Tech University 

alumni and friends participated 

in the ninth annual ATU Alumni 

Association Day at the Races at 

Oaklawn Park in Hot Springs on 

Saturday, March 25.

Tech sold out its allotment 

of tickets for the event, which 

included admittance to the 

Arkansas Room for the Winner’s 

Circle Buffet. |

UPCOMING 
ALUMNI EVENTS
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JERRY’S JOURNAL

Jerry’s Journal
The first time I met Jerry, he was just an idea. It was the summer 

of 2013, a few weeks before my senior year and term as Student 

Government Association president. I was asked to meet with Sam 

Strasner with not a clue as to what would be discussed.

The meeting started off casually, but things turned serious when 

Sam instructed me not to discuss the content of the meeting with 

anyone just yet. He began with a story that was discovered while 

doing some research in “History of Arkansas Tech University 1909-

1990” by Dr. Kenneth Walker. It was the story of the original Jerry 

and how he had become popular on campus during the 1930s.

In my mind, still not fully sure where this was leading, I began 

running through all the possibilities. I followed the story until 

the end. That is when Sam presented the idea of bringing Jerry 

back to the campus. I was not fully sure how I felt, but I did know 

I could not stop smiling. With the school constantly growing and 

changing, it seemed like an awesome idea.

We were still the Wonder Boys and the Golden Suns; that much 

was not changing. Bringing Jerry back as the campus ambassador 

would mean adding more to our unique atmosphere. Students 

had struggled with finding something physical to identify 

with when it came to school spirit. We did not have a physical 

representation of a Wonder Boy or a Golden Sun. Personally, I 

see that as something unique to our campus and would not have 

wanted it changed. Therefore, adding Jerry as the representation 

of the ideals and persistence the student body holds dear in our 

athletics, organizational activities and academics was something 

to celebrate.

The day the student senate unanimously voted in favor of bringing 

Jerry back to campus is one of my favorite memories from my time 

at Arkansas Tech. We were in the Mary Anne Salmon Senate Room 

anxiously awaiting the arrival of the soon-to-be-famous puppy. I 

remember reading the proposal aloud and then calling it to a vote. 

After the votes were in and the gavel had been struck to the table, 

Jerry was unanimously installed as the campus ambassador.

Jerry was finally presented to the public in a special ceremony held 

just before the kickoff of the Homecoming game. That moment 

is another favorite memory of my time at Tech. I was met with 

excitement from the crowd as I carried Jerry out. Everything was 

wet from the rain that morning. I had trouble keeping Jerry still 

because he had an obsession with licking up all the water on his 

stand.

After the Homecoming festivities ended, Jerry began his celebrity 

lifestyle. I enjoy the time I get with him, but he was meant to be 

here for the students. He is a busy pup! I love watching students 

light up when they see Jerry. It is hard not to smile when he is 

around. When you have a stressful day of studying, just stop by his 

office in Admissions. He may give you a big, wet kiss!

Clay Wyllia ‘14 

Coordinator of Alumni Engagement
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Susie West (EDU ’52) died on Feb. 15, 2017. She taught for 27 

years, primarily senior English at Mabelvale High School and 

McClellan High School in Little Rock. Susie lived in Russellville. 

She was 86.

William Bert Baker (HPE ’53) died on Jan. 6, 2017. He was a 

member of four Arkansas Intercollegiate Conference championship 

teams and four teams that reached the NAIA National Tournament 

as a member of the Wonder Boys basketball program from 1949-

53. He was named All-AIC following his sophomore, junior and 

senior seasons. Billy Bert went on to serve in the U.S. Army during 

the Korean War and returned to Arkansas Tech as teacher, coach, 

director of athletics and vice president of student affairs during 

a 17-year tenure at his alma mater. He became the founding 

president of Northark Community College in 1974 and remained in 

that position until his retirement in 2001. He was inducted into the 

Arkansas Tech Hall of Distinction in 1984. Billy Bert lived in Gilbert. 

He was 84.

Jacob Pendleton Broadaway (’53) died on March 9, 2017. He 

was co-founder of Bituminous Asphalt Sealing Specialists and an 

inductee into the North Little Rock Boys and Girls Club Hall of 

Fame. Jake lived in Maumelle. He was 82.

Dr. James Norman Moore (AGBU ’54) died on Jan. 22, 2017. 

James served in the U.S. Air Force, earned his Doctor of Philosophy 

degree from Rutgers University in 1961 and accepted a faculty 

appointment specializing in fruit breeding at the University 

of Arkansas at Fayetteville in 1964. More than 50 varieties of 

blackberries, strawberries, peaches, grapes and blueberries were 

created through his efforts. James was published in more than 

300 professional publications and served as president for the 

American Society of Horticultural Science and the American 

Pomological Society. The University of Arkansas recognized him as 

a distinguished professor, its highest academic appointment. He 

was inducted into the Arkansas Tech Hall of Distinction in 1992. 

James lived in Arlington, Texas. He was 85.

David Elmo Ratchford (AS ’55) died on Jan. 15, 2017. David lived 

in Conway. He was 81.

William C. Waller (BUAD ’55) died on Dec. 22, 2016. Bill served 

in the U.S. Army and the Army Reserves. He retired from Stone 

Container Company at the age of 57. Bill lived in Little Rock. He 

was 82.

James Robert Glasgow (AS ’59) died on Dec. 18, 2016. James 

served in the U.S. Air Force and later trained student pilots at 

Reese Air Force Base in Lubbock, Texas. He went into commercial 

construction in the mid-1970s and became a licensed real estate 

agent with Wylie Realty of Bella Vista in 1988 before retiring in 

2004. James lived in Bella Vista. He was 77.

James David Harrison (SOC STUDIES ’59) died on Nov. 29, 2016. 

James began his career as an educator and insurance adjuster 

before entering the ministry. He was a pastor in the United 

Methodist Church in Arkansas for 30 years. He retired in 2000. 

James lived in Fayetteville. He was 79.

Hazelene C. King (’59) died on Jan. 30, 2017. A lifetime member of 

Junior Auxiliary of Russellville, Hazelene lived in Russellville. She 

was 77.

Carol Person Rentfro (ELED ’59 & M.Ed. ’78) died on Dec. 

24, 2016. Her teaching career of more than 40 years included 

work in the schools at Cicero, Ill., and Russellville. Carol lived in 

Russellville. She was 78.

Bobby Fate Small (BUAD ’60) died on Jan. 24, 2017. A member 

of the Arkansas Tech marching band during his days on campus, 

he went on to work at Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma City as 

an engines quality control specialist for 31 years before retiring in 

1995. Bobby lived in Okemah, Okla. He was 79.

Elvis Don Crigler (EDU ’62) died on Feb. 25, 2017. Elvis served 

in the U.S. Army. He taught and coached in the schools at Lead 

Hill, Bergman, Salem, Mammoth Springs, Alpena, Yellville and 

Mulberry. Elvis lived in Yellville. He was 76.

Patricia Maxine Bush Cross (’62) died on Nov. 25, 2016. She 

taught in the Fort Smith School District for 18 years. Patsy lived in 

Jenks, Okla. She was 76.

Robert Farrow Keathley (’62) died on Jan. 29, 2017. Robert taught 

and coached in the schools at Armorel, Belleville and Danville for 

more than 30 years. In his retirement years, he raised cattle. Robert 

lived in Belleville. He was 75.

Andrew Sacrey Jr. (’62) died on Dec. 26, 2016. He was employed 

by the State of Arkansas for 46 years, including more than 25 years 

as chief financial officer for the Arkansas Pollution Control and 

Ecology Commission. Andy lived in North Little Rock. He was 76.

Donald Blair Hatfield (POL SCI ‘63) died on March 19, 2017. Don 

earned the Bronze Star for his service to the U.S. Army in Vietnam. 

He retired from a career in information technology in 2010. He was 

a charter member and past president of the Arkansas Academy of 

Computing. Don lived in Little Rock. He was 75.

George Angelo Pollan (’64) died on Jan. 26, 2017. George lived in 

Fort Smith. He was 79.

Robbie Ann Lasiter Scott (ELED ’65) died on Feb. 19, 2017. 

She taught at North Heights Elementary School and Rose City 

Elementary School in North Little Rock for more than 20 years. 

Robbie lived in North Little Rock. She was 77.

William Earl “Nubbin” Boley (HPE ’66) died on Feb. 14, 2017. 

Nub was a three-time All-Arkansas Intercollegiate Conference 

performer and part of two AIC championship teams as a member 

of the Arkansas Tech men’s basketball program from 1960-64. 

He remains in the top 10 all-time for most career free throws 

made and most career rebounds by a Wonder Boy. Nub lived in 

Russellville. He was 74.

Carl Louis Cook (HPE ’66) died on Feb. 23, 2017. Carl spent time 

as a teacher and coach in the school districts at Mt. Judea and 

Deer. He also had a 10-year stint as the director of the Newton 

County office of the Arkansas Department of Human Services. Carl 

lived in Mt. Judea. He was 75.
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Both Tech Basketball Teams Reach NCAA Tournament
Arkansas Tech University earned a place among select company 

during the 2016-17 basketball season by sending the Wonder 

Boys and the Golden Suns to the NCAA Tournament.

Of the 306 members of NCAA Division II, only 6.5 percent earned 

bids to the 2017 NCAA Tournament in both men’s basketball and 

women’s basketball.

The Wonder Boys completed the season with a 21-8 overall record 

following a 93-82 loss to Southwest Minnesota State University 

in the first round of the NCAA Division II Tournament Central 

Regional at Maryville, Mo. It was the third NCAA Tournament 

berth in the last four years for Tech’s men.

Under the direction of third-year head coach Chad Kline, 

Arkansas Tech set new school and Great American Conference 

records for 3-pointers made in a season (348).

Senior guard Justin Graham earned All-Great American 

Conference first team honors, while senior forward Bennie 

Lufile and sophomore guard Alex Brown were named All-GAC 

honorable mention.

The Golden Suns were GAC runners-up during the regular 

season and at the conference tournament. They finished with 

a 22-8 overall record after falling to eventual NCAA Final Four 

participant Harding University 59-46 in the first round of the 

NCAA Division II Tournament Central Regional in Searcy.

Head coach Dave Wilbers led Tech’s women to a third consecutive 

NCAA Tournament berth behind the play of senior guard Anissa 

Pounds. She finished with 268 career made 3-pointers, third-most 

in Tech women’s basketball history, and 1,539 career points.

Pounds was voted All-GAC first team. It was the fourth 

consecutive All-GAC award for Pounds, placing her alongside 

Sherry Raney White as the only four-time all-conference 

selections in the 40-year history of intercollegiate women’s 

basketball at Arkansas Tech.

Senior guard Kelsey McClure and junior forward Cheyenne North 

represented the Golden Suns on the All-GAC honorable mention 

list. |
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ATU Breaks Ground on Multi-Sports Complex
Arkansas Tech University celebrated the beginning of 

construction for its new multi-sports complex with a 

groundbreaking ceremony at its Russellville campus on 

Thursday, March 16.

“Over the next year, a beautiful new structure will rise here, 

beyond the left-field wall at Tech Field,” said ATU President 

Dr. Robin E. Bowen during the ceremony. “The multi-sports 

complex will include a locker room and coaches’ offices for our 

baseball program. There will be an indoor practice space and 

a conference room that will be utilized for a wide variety of 

purposes.

“One of the primary benefits of this structure will be providing a 

climate-controlled area for our spring sports teams to practice. 

By providing those student-athletes and coaches with a facility 

of this caliber, they will be prepared to help us maintain our 

position as the top overall athletics program in the Great 

American Conference.”

The Arkansas Tech baseball, softball, tennis and golf programs 

will all make regular use of the indoor practice space. It is 

anticipated that additional intercollegiate athletics programs at 

Tech and students from the Department of Health and Physical 

Education will also utilize the facility.

The ATU Board of Trustees voted in December 2016 to award 

a construction contract in the amount of $3.5 million to low 

bidder Cline Construction Group of North Little Rock for the 

construction of the complex. AMR Architects of Little Rock 

designed the structure.

Funding for the project will be provided by private donations 

and existing university reserves. The facility is scheduled to 

open in spring 2018. |
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