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Class of ‘38 Alumna is Golden Suns’ No. 1 Fan
There, seated in the very top row of Bruin Fieldhouse at 

Bartlesville, Okla., was a familiar face wearing a familiar gold 

sweatshirt.

Jeanice Falls is not just a member of the Arkansas Tech Class of 

1938. She’s not just the Golden Suns’ No. 1 fan. She is a treasure.

And so it was only natural that as the players and coaches 

celebrated the 2016 Great American Conference Tournament 

championship, they wanted to include Miss Jeanice.

Moments after the Golden Suns’ 106-85 win over Southwestern 

Oklahoma State University on March 6, she made her way to the 

arena floor, was presented with a piece of the net and posed with 

the team for the photograph you see on this page.

A few days earlier, upon arriving in Bartlesville, Miss Jeanice was 

greeted in the hotel lobby by the team. They posed for another 

photo, and she beamed with pride when she learned that it had 

been posted on Facebook. Imagine the change that Miss Jeanice 

has seen in her lifetime.

Very few of us will be fortunate enough to maintain the vigor 

necessary to travel the country and cheer for the Golden Suns well 

into our late 90s like Miss Jeanice. What we can do is learn from 

her example. May we all have the courage to live life to the fullest 

and pursue our interests with passion.

Thank you, Miss Jeanice. You love Arkansas Tech, and Arkansas 

Tech loves you.

Fight On!

 

Kelly Davis 

Director of Alumni Relations
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Arkansas Tech University Selects Three to Join Hall of Distinction
Tery Baskin of Little Rock, David Krueger of Russellville and Mike 

Miller of Russellville will receive the highest honor Arkansas Tech 

University may bestow upon an individual in 2016.

They will be inducted into the Arkansas Tech Hall of Distinction during 

spring commencement ceremonies at John E. Tucker Coliseum in 

Russellville on Saturday, May 7.

Baskin and Miller will enter under the Distinguished Alumnus 

category. Krueger will be inducted under the Distinguished Service 

category.

Established in 1964, the Arkansas Tech Hall of Distinction recognizes 

the accomplishments of Arkansas Tech alumni and friends in five 

categories: Distinguished Alumnus/Alumna, Distinguished Alumni 

Service, Outstanding Young Alumnus/Alumna, Distinction in 

Intercollegiate Athletics and Distinguished Service (non-alumnus).

Nominations for the Arkansas Tech Hall of Distinction may be made 

by any graduate of Arkansas Tech, any current or former member 

of the faculty or administration of Tech, any currently enrolled 

full-time student at Tech or any member of the Hall of Distinction. 

Nominations may not be made by a family member of the nominee. 

The nomination deadline is Oct. 1 of each year.

No incumbent member of the Arkansas Tech Board of Trustees, 

faculty, staff or administration is eligible for nomination for any 

category of the Hall of Distinction. For more information about 

making a nomination, visit www.techties.atu.edu, call 

(479) 968-0242 or send e-mail to alumni@atu.edu.

Tery Baskin 

A 1975 graduate of Arkansas Tech with a Bachelor of Science degree 

in biology, Baskin went on to earn a Bachelor of Science degree in 

pharmacy and a Doctor of Pharmacy degree from the University of 

Arkansas.

Baskin has served as president and chief executive officer of RxResults 

LLC since 2008. Prior to his current appointment, Baskin worked in 

the pharmacy field with titles as diverse as chief marketing officer, 

chief operating officer, pharmacy owner, pharmacy manager and staff 

pharmacist.

He is a past president of the American Pharmacists Association 

Foundation and currently serves as treasurer for the American 

Pharmacists Association. Baskin was named Arkansas pharmacist of 

the year in 1996 and a fellow by the American Pharmacists Association 

in 1997.

His service to Arkansas Tech has included serving on the Arkansas 

Tech Foundation Board of Directors from 2003-08.

Baskin has given back to his fellow man by participating in medical 

mission trips to Haiti and Honduras.

David Krueger 

Krueger graduated from Memphis State University with a Bachelor of 

Science degree and a Master of Arts degree in history.

He arrived at Arkansas Tech in 1960 and was greeted by a community 

of 1,360 students on a campus that was merely a decade removed 

from being a junior college.

By the time Krueger retired in 2010, he had seen enrollment at 

Arkansas Tech increase by 548 percent. He served under four 

presidents — J.W. Hull, Dr. George L.B. Pratt, Dr. Kenneth Kersh and 

Dr. Robert C. Brown.

Krueger was voted professor of the year by the Arkansas Tech student 

body four times, including the 2008-09 and 2009-10 academic years. 

He was the recipient of the first Arkansas Tech Faculty Award of 

Excellence in teaching in 1996.

Arkansas Tech recognized Krueger’s contributions to the university 

in 2011 when the annual David W. Krueger History Symposium and 

Lecture Series was established in his honor and again in 2015 when 

he received the honorary title of professor emeritus of history from the 

Tech Board of Trustees.

Mike Miller 

A 1972 graduate of Arkansas Tech with a Bachelor of Science 

in Engineering degree, Miller owned Van Horn Construction of 

Russellville from 1975-2002.

The company gained licensure in more than 20 states and completed 

a number of landmark structures under Miller’s leadership, including 

Ross Pendergraft Library and Technology Center and Doc Bryan 

Student Services Center at Arkansas Tech.

Miller has given of his time and talents as a member of the Arkansas 

Tech Foundation Board of Directors, the Arkansas Tech College of 

Business Advisory Board and the Arkansas Tech Department of 

Engineering Advisory Committee.

He is also an active member of Green and Gold and an ardent fan of 

the Golden Suns and the Wonder Boys.

Miller’s community involvement has included service to Jaycees, 

Russellville Area Chamber of Commerce and the River Valley Christian 

Clinic. His efforts to make health care available to the less fortunate 

were recognized in 2014 when he received the Arkansas Medical 

Society Shuffield Award, the highest honor the organization presents 

to a non-physician. |

Baskin (left), Krueger (center), and Miller (right) join Hall of Distinction.
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Ring Leading Charge to Fight Hunger in Arkansas
The W.O. Young Building Ballroom at Arkansas Tech University is a 

quiet place on an average Saturday morning.

Jan. 16, 2016, was not an average Saturday morning.

Standing at the front of the room before a collection of 300 

volunteers from the Arkansas Tech University community and 

beyond was Jarod Ring, a 2007 graduate of Arkansas Tech and co-

founder of The Pack Shack.

A non-profit organization headquartered in Rogers, The Pack 

Shack’s mission is to "supply provisions and opportunities for our 

neighbors in need."

Part master of ceremonies, part cheerleader, part D.J. and entirely 

committed to making a difference in the lives of those facing 

hunger, Ring led those in attendance on a 45-minute sprint to pack 

37,152 cheesy rice and vegetable meals.

The food was distributed to those in need through First Baptist 

Church of Atkins, Main Street Mission, Manna House, Ray of Hope 

Pantry, River Valley Food Pantry, St. John’s Catholic Church Food 

Pantry and River Valley Food for Kids.

“Really good music is crucial,” said Ring when asked how it is 

possible for 300 volunteers to pack 37,000 meals in one hour. “It’s 

a well-oiled assembly line. Each bag has eight meals, so each bag 

makes a lot of food. We just have to keep the energy high, keep 

people pumped up and they’ll pack a lot of meals in a short period 

of time.”

According to data on The Pack Shack website, Arkansas is the most 

food insecure state in the union with 21.2 percent of its citizens 

regularly facing limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally 

adequate and safe food.

“This was a fun way to do something very useful for our 

community,” said Susie Nicholson, vice president for student 

services and university relations. “The students had a good time 

working together for a common cause. It was the perfect way to 

start our Martin Luther King Jr. celebration.”

Ring graduated from Alma High School. After spending two years 

at another institution, he transferred to Arkansas Tech for his 

junior year. An interest in the emergency management program 

drew him to Tech. Mentorship from his faculty advisor, Beth Wilson 

Gray, helped him succeed.

“She was always very willing to talk with me about problems and 

issues,” said Ring. “I had great roommates and I loved all the 

intramural sports. Really, as a whole, I have nothing but good 

things to say about my experience at Tech. I loved my experience 

here. The staff, the faculty and the whole EAM program was 

phenomenal.”

Ring began his career with American Red Cross before serving two 

years in Rwanda as a member of the U.S. Peace Corps alongside 

his wife, Sarah.

“While we were there, we really got to see hunger up close,” said 

Ring. “We worked with nutrition programs and feeding programs. 

When we came back home, we were blown away by the hunger 

issues in our own community. We weren’t thinking about that. Our 

mind was more international. So we started thinking about how we 

could be involved and fill in the gaps.”

After working with a food-packing organization for people in need 

around the world, Ring and friend Bret Raymond began exploring 

ways to bring the model to Arkansas. The Pack Shack was born.

“I’m not in the exact field people would think for a person who 

graduates with that degree. The EAM program prepared me for 

where I am now. It hooked me up with a job right out of college 

with American Red Cross, which really got me into Peace Corps 

and then into the hunger field. It’s interesting to see how your life 

takes turns and the purpose of everything plays out along the way.”

Ring said the mission of The Pack Shack is to motivate people to 

take action in regard to whatever issue they are passionate about. 

For him, the issue is providing meals to the hungry.

“People are often shocked…they think no, not here in our 

community,” said Ring. “That’s why we encourage them to get out 

and get involved with organizations that are doing amazing work 

day in and day out. People are determined to help and want to 

know what they can do to help. It’s our job to present the issues 

and give them something to do about it. It’s their job to take 

that information and do what they want with it beyond packing 

meals. What’s really exciting is the people who get fired up to do 

something beyond what they’re doing with us. We love to hear the 

stories of the people who make a daily and weekly difference.” |
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Bradshaw Brings New Life to Coliseum Trophy Case
TECH’S ATHLETIC HERITAGE 
RECEIVES A MAKEOVER

Arkansas Tech University alumnus Luke 

Bradshaw has applied his graphic design 

and marketing skills to make one of the 

most visible locations on campus an 

attractive and appropriate tribute to 

championship Wonder Boys and Golden 

Suns teams of the past, present and 

future.

Bradshaw and his team from A.W. Bravis 

Retail Marketing re-imagined the trophy 

case at John E. Tucker Coliseum with a 

new look that celebrates the traditions 

of Arkansas Tech and connects multiple 

generations of the Tech family.

After conversations with Steve Mullins, 

director of athletics, and Bryan Fisher, 

director of athletic relations, Bradshaw 

set about identifying and solving the 

challenges associated with the project.

“One of the first questions we had was 

how to take this trophy case that is 

locked in history and bring it into the 

modern era. So, we went in there with 

our designers, engineers and creative 

directors, gutted it and totally revamped 

it with more lifestyle that pertains to the 

students. When they walk up to it, they 

might see a personality or one of their 

peers. We hope they relate to it better 

than just a collection of trophies in a 

case. It adds a lot of color.”

Bradshaw grew up in West Fork. It was 

the instrumental music program that 

first drew his attention to enrolling at 

Arkansas Tech.

“One of the things I look back on the 

most on making a decision to come to 

Tech is that I absolutely fell in love with 

the music program,” said Bradshaw. “I’m 

a trombone player, and I came down to 

audition with Mr. (Hal) Cooper with Mr. 

(Andy) Anders. I loved them, the band 

and the whole experience. It turned into 

a huge family environment that I’ll carry 

with me forever.”

Bradshaw found a similarly welcoming 

environment in the surrounding 

community.

“Coming to Russellville, it had that small-

town feel about it,” said Bradshaw. “I felt 

like I knew everyone and everyone knew 

me. You really didn’t get lost in the crowd 

like you would at a bigger school in a 

bigger city, and that’s very important.”

After earning his Bachelor of Arts degree 

with an emphasis in graphic design, 

Bradshaw worked for advertising and 

communications firm Saatchi & Saatchi 

as well as retail marketing firm Kendal 

King Group. Bradshaw established A.W. 

Bravis Retail Marketing in 2007.

In the years since, his firm has worked 

with such clients as Disney, P&G, Tyson, 

Unilever, Mattel and Berkley. Bradshaw’s 

team has worked with the Grammy 

Awards and developed presentations in 

high-visibility locations such as Times 

Square.

“I’m there to help consumer product 

companies, new suppliers and inventors 

better sell their products within a retail 

environment,” said Bradshaw. “We can do 

that through displays, packaging, signage, 

demos and special events. It’s amazing 

the opportunities you can access when 

you get into the Walmart world.”

Bradshaw’s journey came full circle on 

Nov. 7 when he returned to his alma 

mater for the Wonder Boys’ football game 

against Southwestern Oklahoma State 

University. A few minutes before kickoff, 

Dr. Daniel A. Belongia, director of bands 

at Arkansas Tech, surprised Bradshaw 

with an offer to direct the Arkansas 

Tech Marching Band, “Arkansas’ Band of 

Distinction,” during the national anthem.

He accepted, admitting later that he did 

his best to channel his inner Hal Cooper.

“The biggest reason I support Tech is 

when you become a member of this 

family, it is for life,” said Bradshaw. “You 

don’t feel like you are going back to 

be just a cash-donating alumnus. You 

feel like you are supporting the next 

generation of your brothers and sisters. 

When I was directing the band during 

pre-game…it was a feeling of ‘I fit in 

here.’ Even though I am 20 years out, this 

works.” |

Arkansas Tech alumnus Luke Bradshaw has brought a modern look to the Tucker Coliseum trophy case.
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Remembering a True Tech Man During Final Exams
On the surface, the scene in the Rothwell 

Hall lobby at Arkansas Tech University on 

Friday, Dec. 11, 2015, looked very familiar.

Proud alumnae and friends of the 

institution were giving back to Tech by 

serving breakfast to students during 

that most stressful time on a university 

campus — final exams week.

But Linda Boyd of Russellville and her 

two daughters — Russellville natives 

and Arkansas Tech alumnae Kirsten Boyd 

Banks and Kelsey Boyd Cox — were 

doing more than providing breakfast 

and smiles. They were remembering 

a man dear to each of them.

For many years, Linda participated in 

the Arkansas Tech Alumni Association 

breakfast during finals program 

with her father, Howard M. “Baldy” 

Faulkner of Russellville. Baldy would 

wear his green sport coat to campus 

as a clear indication that he was a 

Tech man through and through.

“He loved Tech, and he loved 

his family,” said Kelsey.

Per tradition, Linda and Baldy 

reported for volunteer duty at the 

end of the fall 2014 semester.

“He would always wake up at 3:30 a.m. 

on those days,” said Linda, recalling 

how her father looked forward to 

serving students at breakfast during 

finals. “He thought maybe we should 

get there at 6:30. I always told him I 

wasn’t going to get there that early, 

and to just wait until I called him.”

Fall 2014 turned out to be their final 

opportunity to serve breakfast during 

finals together. Baldy passed away 

at the age of 88 on April 3, 2015.

A graduate of Conway High School, Baldy 

played football at Arkansas Tech under 

head coach John Tucker, the Original 

Wonder Boy, and earned a degree in 

psychology. He served in the U.S. Air Force 

during the Korean War and went on to a 

25-year career as a psychological examiner 

with Arkansas Rehabilitation Service.

Baldy stayed busy in retirement by 

working at Counseling Associates in 

Russellville, Russellville Realty and First 

Arkansas Valley Bank. If the Golden Suns 

or Wonder Boys were playing at home, 

chances are he was there. His rooting 

interest was only heightened after Kirsten 

was recruited to play volleyball at Tech.

When Baldy passed away just a month 

before final exams for the spring 2015 

semester, Linda knew she was not 

ready to return to breakfast during 

finals without him. A phone call a few 

months later brought her back.

“Kirsten called and said she and Kelsey 

had worked it out…they were coming 

into town on that Thursday night and 

we were all going to serve breakfast 

together on Friday morning,” said Linda.

And serve they did, just a few feet 

from the spot where Baldy and 

Linda volunteered together for the 

final time one year earlier. |

Howard M. “Baldy” Faulkner and his daughter, Linda Faulkner Boyd (photographed, left), volunteered together for breakfast during finals for the last time in fall 2014. 

Linda’s daughters, Tech alumnae Kelsey Boyd Cox and Kirsten Boyd Banks, joined her at breakfast during finals in fall 2015. 
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Col. Hudgens Gives Keynote Address
It had been almost 53 years since his graduation when Col. George 

T. Hudgens returned to the place now known as Arkansas Tech 

University to deliver the institution’s 2016 Black History Month 

keynote address on Feb. 16.

As Hudgens spoke in the Doc Bryan Student Services Center 

Lecture Hall, he offered a recitation of the change he has witnessed 

during his life.

“The path to progress is always under construction,” said Hudgens.

A member of the Arkansas Tech Class of 1963, Hudgens was 

the first African-American graduate of what was then known as 

Arkansas Polytechnic College.

He told of not being allowed to eat with the other students in the 

cafeteria, not being permitted to live in campus housing and being 

barred from participation in intercollegiate athletics.

However, Hudgens said he also received a great deal of support 

from a number of people both on and off campus. He recalled 

becoming the first African-American student at Arkansas Tech 

chosen for Blue Key Honor Society, a senior fellowship in the 

history department and “Who’s Who Among Students in American 

Universities and Colleges.” Hudgens was also the first African-

American to complete the U.S. Army ROTC program at Arkansas 

Tech as a Distinguished Military Graduate.

Hudgens described the ROTC program at Arkansas Tech as a 

“social and developmental refuge.”

Another key resource for Hudgens was Neil Jackson, a 2006 

inductee into the Arkansas Tech Hall of Distinction who passed 

away in 2008. Hudgens told of how Jackson invited him to daily 

Baptist Student Union services and to attend a retreat in Little 

Rock for college students from across the state.

“I went through all kind of mental gymnastics during that particular 

period in looking at whether or not I would go,” said Hudgens 

of his thoughts before the retreat. “Every possible thing that 

could happen, I thought I had pretty well gone through a mental 

exercise whereby I had a response for it. I went, and I found that 

all the scenarios that I had developed I didn’t need at all. What I 

found there is that I was accepted for what I was…another college 

student who happened to be of another color persuasion.”

Upon his graduation from Arkansas Tech, Hudgens was 

commissioned as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army.

He served as a commander in Vietnam and led the mechanized 

infantry battalion at Fort Carson in Colorado. In 1983, he became 

a regimental commander for the U.S. Military Academy at West 

Point. There, he was responsible for the training, supervision, 

development and welfare of 2,400 prospective Army officers.

He went on to work at the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., where he 

led efforts to counteract terrorism as inspections branch chief in 

the U.S. Army Office of the Inspector General. Hudgens was chief of 

staff for the U.S. Armed Forces inaugural committee for President 

George H.W. Bush in 1988 and was deputy director for that 

committee when his fellow Arkansan, Bill Clinton, was inaugurated 

as president in 1992.

After 29 years of active duty, Hudgens retired from the U.S. Army at 

the rank of Colonel. His second career as a civilian included time 

as chief executive officer and national director for organizations 

that provide juvenile justice services.

“Somehow, we appear to be losing sight of some of the basic rights 

and national principles…justice, equality and human dignity,” 

said Hudgens of the current state of race relations in America. “We 

cannot and we must not let the ugly, racist past become the awful 

present and the horrific future.

“We are all in this together,” continued Hudgens. “Either we swim 

or we sink together. While we’re here, let’s do the best that we 

can to make this institution of higher learning, this state and this 

country the best that it can be.” |
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Gordon’s Legacy as wwII Hero Celebrated at Tech
DISPLAY PART OF TRIBUTE 
IN NEW BROWN HALL

Many have fought to protect the freedoms 

we enjoy in the United States of America. 

Few have done so as valiantly as Arkansas 

Tech University alumnus Nathan Gordon.

He will be among the Arkansas Tech 

military heroes who will be honored with 

displays inside the new Robert Charles 

Brown and Jill Lestage Brown Hall, which 

will open on the Russellville campus of 

Arkansas Tech in spring 2016.

Gordon, a native of Morrilton, attended 

Arkansas Tech when it was a junior college 

in the 1930s. He went on to earn a law 

degree from the University of Arkansas at 

Fayetteville and served the United States 

with distinction as a Navy pilot during 

World War II.

On Feb. 15, 1944, Gordon responded to 

four separate distress calls during an air 

raid on a Japanese base in the Pacific 

Ocean. Gordon and his crew were able 

to rescue 15 Americans that day, and on 

July 13, 1944, Gordon was presented with 

the Congressional Medal of Honor in 

Brisbane, Australia. Later that day, Gordon 

was back in the air on a 15-hour patrol.

When asked in later years what his favorite 

part of receiving the Medal of Honor was, 

Gordon quipped “that it was not awarded 

posthumously.”

After the war, Gordon was elected 

lieutenant governor of the state of 

Arkansas. He served in that role from 

1947-66 and then returned to full-time 

private law practice.

Gordon is believed to have served 

more days as acting governor than any 

individual in Arkansas history.

One of those days was Sept. 25, 1957, 

when the first nine African-American 

students in Little Rock Central High 

School history attended their first day of 

class.

Gordon was inducted into the Arkansas 

Tech Hall of Distinction in just its second 

year of existence. He was one of the first 

six people to ever receive the highest 

honor that Tech can bestow upon an 

alumnus.

Gordon died on Sept. 8, 2008, at the age 

of 92.

A display memorializing his service and 

the service of other Arkansas Tech military 

heroes will soon be available for public 

viewing weekdays on the third floor of 

Brown Hall, which is located at 105 West O 

Street in Russellville. |
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Burnett 
Honored for 
Leadership, 
Service to Tech
Eric Burnett was recognized for his five 

years of service on the Arkansas Tech 

University Board of Trustees during the 

board meeting on Thursday, Jan. 21, at the 

Ross Pendergraft Library and Technology 

Center.

Dr. Robin E. Bowen, president of Arkansas 

Tech, presented Burnett with a plaque in 

honor of his leadership of the university.

A 1994 graduate of Arkansas Tech, Burnett 

earned four letters as a member of the 

Wonder Boys basketball team. Since 2010, 

he has served as head boys’ basketball 

coach at Fort Smith Northside High 

School.

Burnett and his wife, Michelle, have two 

daughters. |

Chambers to Serve as  
Board of Trustees Chairman
John Ed Chambers III of Danville was elected by his fellow 

trustees to serve as 2016 chairman of the Arkansas Tech 

University Board of Trustees during a meeting at the Ross 

Pendergraft Library and Technology Center on Thursday, 

Jan. 21.

Chambers, chief executive officer of Chambers Bank, is in 

his third term as a member of the Arkansas Tech Board 

of Trustees. He first served on the board from 1994-99. In 

2007 and 2012, he was appointed to five-year terms on the 

board. His current term will expire on Jan. 14, 2017.

The Chambers family has provided leadership for Arkansas 

Tech for more than nine decades.

Chambers’ grandfather — Judge John Ed Chambers — served on the Arkansas Tech Board 

of Trustees from 1925-37, 1939-53 and 1955-63. His father — John Ed Chambers II — was an 

Arkansas Tech trustee from 1965-67 and 1987-88.

Chambers Cafeteria at Arkansas Tech is named in honor of all three generations of the 

family and their support of the university. |

Kennedy Appointed to Board 
by Governor Hutchinson

Gov. Asa Hutchinson has appointed Tom Kennedy of Little 

Rock to the Arkansas Tech University Board of Trustees.

Kennedy will serve a five-year term from Jan. 15, 2016, 

through Jan. 14, 2021.

This will mark Kennedy’s second term on the Arkansas Tech 

Board of Trustees. He was a member of the board from 

January 2010-January 2015 and was chairman of the board 

in 2014.

Kennedy graduated from Arkansas Tech in 1982 with a 

Bachelor of Science degree in business administration. He 

went on to earn a Juris Doctorate from the University of 

Arkansas at Little Rock School of Law and gain admittance 

to the Arkansas Bar Association in 1985.

A former prosecuting attorney, Kennedy represented District 12 in the Arkansas State 

Senate for four years. He serves as vice president of public affairs at Entergy Arkansas, 

Inc., and is on the board of directors for the Arkansas Sports Hall of Fame and Children’s 

Advocacy Centers of Arkansas.

Kennedy is married to the former Kristi Mitchell of Russellville. They have two daughters. |
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Hutchison Selected as Vice President for Advancement
Michael V. Hutchison has 

been selected to serve as vice 

president for advancement at 

Arkansas Tech University.

Hutchison will oversee the 

university’s fund-raising and 

alumni relations programs, serve 

as executive vice president of the 

Arkansas Tech Foundation and 

act as liaison with the Arkansas 

Tech Alumni Association. He 

began his duties on March 1, 

2016.

Hutchison served as vice president for institutional advancement 

at Millsaps College in Jackson, Miss., from 2012-16. During that 

time, Millsaps established new institutional records for annual 

giving to the college. Over a span of two years, the number of 

alumni donors increased by 33 percent.

Hutchison previously served as associate vice president for 

development at Hendrix College (2007-12), director of major and 

planned gifts at Texas A&M-Commerce (2005-07) and in a variety of 

roles at Austin College (1998-2005), including director of major and 

planned gifts, director of alumni and athletic advancement and 

assistant director of annual giving.

A 1987 graduate of McMurry College with a Bachelor of Arts degree 

in psychology, Hutchison began his career in higher education 

by serving his alma mater as director of church relations from 

1987-90. He attained a Master of Education degree in educational 

administration from the University of Texas at El Paso in 1994.

Hutchison has served in several volunteer leadership capacities on 

behalf of the Council for Advancement and Support of Education 

(CASE), including Arkansas representative on the CASE IV District 

Board.

Hutchison succeeded Patrick Hundley, who came to Arkansas Tech 

for an interim appointment as vice president for advancement in 

October 2015. |

Abdelrahman Named Vice President for Academic Affairs
Dr. Mohamed Abdelrahman has been selected as the next vice 

president for academic affairs at Arkansas Tech University.

Abdelrahman has served as associate vice president for research 

and graduate studies at Texas A&M University-Kingsville since 

November 2011 and as a member of the faculty there since August 

2010. He will take office as the chief academic officer at Arkansas 

Tech in June 2016.

Abdelrahman earned a Bachelor of Science degree in electronics 

and telecommunications engineering from Cairo University 

in 1988. He went on to receive a Master of Science degree in 

engineering physics from Cairo University in 1992 and a Master of 

Science degree in measurements and controls engineering from 

Idaho State University in 1994.

In 1996, Abdelrahman earned a Doctor of Philosophy degree in 

nuclear science and engineering from Idaho State.

He joined the faculty at Tennessee Tech University in January 1997 

and advanced from assistant professor to associate professor to 

professor while building interdisciplinary programs that resulted in 

more than $8 million in external funding, more than 100 published 

articles and two patents.

During his time at Tennessee Tech, Abdelrahman was selected 

to be a visiting scientist at Oak Ridge National Laboratory and 

awarded a Fulbright Scholarship.

Since transitioning to the role of 

associate vice president at Texas 

A&M-Kingsville, Abdelrahman 

has contributed to a more than 

100 percent growth in graduate 

enrollment, increased funding for 

the institution, renewed shared 

governance through faculty-led 

research groups and increased 

retention among undergraduate 

students.

As vice president for academic 

affairs at Arkansas Tech, 

Abdelrahman will have primary responsibility for the leadership, 

administration and development of academic programs. He will 

also promote continued excellence within the faculty.

Additional areas of oversight include the university library, honors 

program, the Arkansas Tech Center for Excellence in Teaching 

and Learning, enrollment management, institutional assessment, 

international student services, the Arkansas Tech Center for 

Leadership and Learning, academic advising, registrar and 

information systems.

Abdelrahman will succeed Dr. AJ Anglin, who came to Arkansas 

Tech in January 2015 to serve as interim vice president for 

academic affairs. |
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Mexican Consulate Picks Arkansas Tech  
for Scholarship Funding in 2016
Representatives from the Consulate of Mexico in Little Rock 

announced during a reception at Chambers Cafeteria on Thursday, 

Dec. 3, that Arkansas Tech University will be the lone institution 

of higher learning in the State of Arkansas to receive IME Becas 

Fellowship scholarship funds during the 2016 calendar year.

Andre Guerrero, member of the local IME Becas Fellowship 

committee that recommended Arkansas Tech for the scholarship 

funding, said that the university’s demonstrated commitment to 

serving Hispanic students was a key factor in the decision.

“We wanted to award the entire amount to one grantee in only 

one category, that of higher education,” said Guerrero. “We wanted 

to award the entire amount to Arkansas Tech based upon their 

previous track record. We are reminded especially to give thanks 

for our Latino families and their children, our college students, 

for contributing their energy, culture, language and faith to the 

development of our country and its continuing social renewal 

and progress. This gift is one we see in every Hispanic student 

attending Arkansas Tech University. It is an investment in our 

greater society, and in the future of Arkansas Tech itself.”

The IME Becas Fellowship program was created by Mexico in 2005 

to contribute to the education and improvement of individuals of 

Mexican origin living in the United States.

IME Fellowship scholarships are awarded competitively based on 

academic achievement and financial need. Applicants for the IME 

Fellowship must be Mexican or of Mexican origin to qualify, and 

they must not be eligible for any other type of scholarship funds or 

financial aid.

“It is a great honor and privilege to have the opportunity to 

partner with and collaborate with educational institutions, local 

organizations and government entities that help us promote our 

vision of the importance of training our young immigrants,” said 

David Manuel Preciado Juarez, head of post for the Consulate of 

Mexico in Little Rock. “They are being educated and prepared at a 

level that allows them to have more opportunities and makes them 

an important asset for the American society.

“The Mexican government has invested in Arkansas because 

Arkansas has invested in our people,” continued Juarez. “I want to 

make a special mention for the students who have joined us today. 

We want to tell you that we are so proud of you. You are a pride for 

Mexico, and you are a pride for Arkansas.”

Laura Adame, an Arkansas Tech freshman from Dardanelle, also 

spoke at the reception. She told of how she was ineligible for 

scholarship assistance due to her citizenship status until the IME 

Fellowship program came to Arkansas Tech in 2015. The program 

enabled her and her sister, Dolce, to enroll at the university.

“I just want to thank you guys so much,” said Laura Adame. “We 

got that scholarship, and now I can say my dream has been fulfilled 

because there were people out there who were generous enough 

to make that contribution and make this scholarship happen. You 

have been a great impact in my life. It’s not just my life. I know 

many other students feel the same way.”

In addition to the Consulate of Mexico in Little Rock, Arkansas 

Tech faculty members Dr. Diane Gleason and Dr. Ursula Chandler 

were also recognized for their financial support of the IME 

Fellowship scholarships.

To date, 24 Arkansas Tech students have benefited from the 

program.

The number of Hispanic students at Arkansas Tech has increased 

by 380 percent since 2006. There are 772 Hispanic students 

enrolled at Tech for the fall 2015 semester. In all, 23.9 percent of 

Arkansas Tech students are from minority groups.

“At Arkansas Tech, we strive to create and nurture a culture 

of fairness, honesty and professionalism,” said Dr. Robin E. 

Bowen, Tech president. “We celebrate the ways in which we are 

different and the ways that we are the same. Through the IME 

Becas scholarship program at Arkansas Tech on the Ozark and 

Russellville campuses, we will recruit, retain and graduate students 

who are from Mexico or are of Mexican origin. From the bottom of 

my heart, I want to thank you.” |
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Arkansas Tech Becomes First Arkansas 
Affiliate of Campus Kitchens, 50th in Nation
Arkansas Tech University has become the first educational 

institution in Arkansas and the 50th in the nation to join The 

Campus Kitchens Project.

Founded in 2001, Campus Kitchens empowers university and high 

school students from around the United States to utilize surplus 

food from dining halls, community gardens, restaurants and 

grocery stores to combat hunger by providing meals for the food 

insecure on campus and in the surrounding community.

“We’re thrilled to launch our 50th Campus Kitchen at Arkansas 

Tech University, bringing more young people into this movement 

to fight hunger,” said Laura Toscano, director of The Campus 

Kitchens Project. “With the continued growth of the program and 

our presence on now 50 high school and college campus across 

the country, our student volunteers are on track to recover 1 

million pounds of food each year that would have otherwise gone 

to waste.”

The Campus Kitchen at Arkansas Tech was officially launched 

on Thursday, Feb. 18, in conjunction with the university’s home 

basketball doubleheader at Tucker Coliseum.

Members of Because We Can, the registered student organization 

that brought Campus Kitchens to Arkansas Tech and carries out 

the daily food recovery effort on campus, were recognized at 

halftime of the women’s game.

Because We Can also had an informational table to inform 

students, faculty, staff, alumni and community members on how 

they can assist the food insecure.

“I am super ecstatic for the official launch of The Campus Kitchen 

at Arkansas Tech,” said psychology and sociology student Kendall 

Tubb, co-founder of Because We Can and the Campus Kitchen at 

Arkansas Tech. “We have been working very hard for about a year 

now to get the recovery program started, and I am very excited to 

see it paying off.”

Members of Because We Can engaged the Arkansas Tech 

community to help them win a fan-voted $5,000 grant from The 

Campus Kitchens Project during the fall 2015 semester.

The Arkansas Tech students and their faculty advisors, Dr. Sean 

Huss and Dr. James Stobaugh from the Department of Behavioral 

Sciences, began preparing for the launch of the Campus Kitchen at 

Arkansas Tech by starting food recovery at Chambers Cafeteria at 

the outset of the spring 2016 semester.

In the first five weeks of food recovery, Because We Can provided 

more than 2,000 pounds of food to those in need in the Arkansas 

River Valley. The meals benefited those served by Main Street 

Mission, Manna House and St. John’s Catholic Church Food Pantry.

Because We Can members, in association with university food 

service provider Chartwells, recover food from Chambers Cafeteria 

each Sunday through Thursday night and deliver the food each 

Monday through Friday morning.

For more information about The Campus Kitchen at Arkansas Tech, 

send e-mail to shuss@atu.edu or jstobaugh3@atu.edu.

To learn more about The Campus Kitchens Project on a national 

level, visit www.campuskitchens.org. |

Student organization Because We Can celebrated the launch of Arkansas Tech’s Campus Kitchen with a public recognition at halftime of an Arkanas Tech basketball 

game (left) and with its first official food recovery as a Campus Kitchen (right) in February. 
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Copeland Crowned Miss Arkansas Tech University 2016
Carly Copeland of Clarksville was crowned the 61st Miss Tech on 

Feb. 19 during the 2016 Miss Arkansas Tech University Scholarship 

Pageant at Witherspoon Auditorium.

Daughter of Donna and Jody Copeland, the Arkansas Tech 

freshman captured the best interview award on her way to winning 

the Miss Tech crown. Her talent was a vocal performance of 

“There’s a Fine, Fine Line.”

“I’m just so excited to get to represent Arkansas Tech this year,” 

said Copeland. “My heart is racing. It means everything to me 

to represent Arkansas Tech, and I plan to do it to the best of my 

ability.”

Copeland is an 18-year old elementary education major. Her 

critical issue is mentoring for young people.

“As Miss Arkansas Tech, I plan to go into lots of schools, talk about 

mentoring and be a mentor to all that I can,” said Copeland.

Among the prizes that Copeland receives as Miss Tech is a two-

semester tuition scholarship at Arkansas Tech and more than 

$3,000 in gift certificates from area businesses.

In all, more than $26,000 in gifts and scholarships were awarded 

during the 2016 Miss Arkansas Tech Pageant.

Copeland will represent Arkansas Tech University in the 2016 Miss 

Arkansas Pageant July 3-9 in Hot Springs. It will be her second 

appearance in the state pageant. She competed in Miss Arkansas 

2015 after winning the Miss Johnson County crown.

Tiffany Squires of Sherwood (first runner-up), Grace Evans of Little 

Rock (second runner-up), Kaylee Hefley of Hot Springs (third 

runner-up) and Kelsey Stone of Russellville (fourth runner-up) 

rounded out the top five among 14 contestants.

Raigan Purtle of Russellville won the Sandi Hodges Memorial 

Dance Award. Evans captured the lifestyle and fitness swimsuit 

award.

Evans also earned the Virginia Bachman Memorial Scholastic 

Achievement Award as the contestant with the highest grade point 

average. She has a 4.0 GPA as a sophomore communication and 

journalism student.

Stone, who won the Lindsey Ahrens McCrary Vocal Award and the 

Nona Dirksmeyer Memorial Overall Talent Award, was voted by her 

fellow contestants as Miss Congeniality.

Other contestants in the 61st Miss Tech Pageant were Jordie Flippo 

of Sherwood, Meagan Halcomb of Delight, Freedim Leatherman 

of Mountain Home, Lindsay Lester of Huntsville, Cierra Martin of 

Lavaca, Ashley Pearson of Harrison, Bethany Skaggs of Greenwood 

and Ashley Wilson of Bauxite.

Dr. Jim Collins, professor of horticulture at Arkansas Tech, serves 

as executive director and master of ceremonies for the Miss Tech 

Pageant. Delta Zeta sponsors the event. |

A capacity crowd watched as Carly Copeland (left) was crowned Miss Tech 2016 on Feb. 19. Several past winners (photographed, top middle) were among those on hand 

as part of a Miss Tech reunion. Jerry the Bulldog, campus ambassador (photographed, bottom middle) joined the top five in Miss Tech 2016 for their group photo. 
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Bowen Receives National Diversity Award
Dr. Robin E. Bowen, president of Arkansas Tech University, is one 

of 27 administrators from around the United States selected for 

the 2016 Giving Back Award from Insight Into Diversity magazine, 

the largest and oldest diversity and inclusion publication in higher 

education.

According to the magazine, recipients were selected based on their 

“outstanding demonstration of social responsibility, a commitment 

to charitable services and involvement with students, faculty and 

staff to serve underrepresented populations.”

Other 2016 recipients of the award include presidents and 

chancellors from such institutions as Columbia University, the 

University of Georgia, the University of Oklahoma, Penn State 

University and Vanderbilt University.

“The Giving Back Award is being given to leaders of institutions 

of higher education who exemplify what it truly means to ‘give 

back’ to others,” said Lenore Pearlstein, publisher of Insight Into 

Diversity magazine. “These presidents and chancellors are role 

models, and we honor their efforts to give back to everyone on 

their campuses and in their communities.”

Bowen was unanimously elected by the Arkansas Tech Board of 

Trustees as the 12th president of Arkansas Tech on April 22, 2014, 

and she took office on July 1, 2014. She is the first female president 

of a public, four-year university in Arkansas.

Among the initiatives that Arkansas Tech has enacted to serve 

underrepresented populations under Bowen’s leadership is the 

establishment of a Department of Diversity and Inclusion within 

the Office of Student Services.

Bowen has encouraged efforts for Arkansas Tech to engage the 

growing Hispanic population inside the state.

Bilingual posters and flyers providing year-by-year advice 

on how to prepare for college have been distributed to high 

school students around Arkansas. The university has reached 

out to prospective students and their families with bilingual 

advertisements in periodicals dedicated to the Hispanic 

community. Select tours are offered in Spanish to make the 

parents and families of prospective students feel more included on 

campus.

Bowen has worked with the Mexican Consulate of Little Rock to 

obtain scholarship support for students of Mexican descent. As a 

result, seven Arkansas Tech students benefited from the program 

during the spring 2015 semester and 14 Arkansas Tech students 

received the IME Fellowship scholarship during the fall 2015 

semester.

On Dec. 3, 2015, the Mexican Consulate announced that Arkansas 

Tech will be the lone institution of higher learning in the State of 

Arkansas to receive IME Becas Fellowship scholarship funds during 

the 2016 calendar year.

One of AY Magazine’s 2015 Most Powerful Women and a recipient 

of the Arkansas Traveler certificate from the State of Arkansas, 

Bowen is a board member for the River Valley Shelter for Battered 

Women and Children, the Russellville Area Chamber of Commerce, 

the Arkansas River Valley Alliance for Economic Development and 

the Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce.

She serves as the chair of the Pope County steering committee for 

Uncommon Communities, a WinRock Breakthrough Community 

Development Initiative.

For more information about the Giving Back Award, visit www.

insightintodiversity.com. |

50 Years of Parks and Rec at Arkansas Tech
The Arkansas Tech University recreation and park administration 

degree program will celebrate its 50th anniversary with a weekend 

of events June 17-19 in Russellville.

All former students from the program are invited to attend. 

Activities will include a golf tournament at Russellville Country 

Club on Friday, June 17, a picnic and family day at Old Post Road 

Park on Saturday, June 18, and a dinner on the evening of Saturday, 

June 18, at the L.V. Williamson Boys and Girls Club in Russellville.

The recreation and park administration (RPA) degree at Arkansas 

Tech was started by Coach Sam Hindsman in 1964 as part of the 

health and physical education program. The first of what has 

become more than 800 graduates from the program received their 

degrees in 1966.

RPA became its own department in 1968. Twenty-five years later, 

the hospitality program was added to the department. Today, it 

is known as the Department of Parks, Recreation and Hospitality 

Administration with offices and classrooms in Williamson Hall.

“We hope all RPA graduates and their families can join us in 

celebrating 50 years of parks and rec at Arkansas Tech,” said Dr. 

Cathi McMahan, department head and associate professor or 

recreation and park administration. “We can share stories, tell 

a few lies, catch up with old friends and make new friends. A 

committee has been working on a history of the department, so if 

you have any information please send it to Dr. Theresa Herrick at 

therrick@atu.edu.”

For more information about the reunion June 17-19, send e-mail 

to khall18@atu.edu, call (479) 968-0378 or search on Facebook 

for “Arkansas Tech University Recreation and Park Administration 

Program Alumni.” |
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Geology Students at Arkansas Tech to Benefit from $240,250 Grant
Geology students at Arkansas Tech University will have access to 

IHS Petra software thanks to a $240,250 donation from Colorado-

based IHS Inc., a leading global source of information and insight.

Petra is an integrated solution for data management, 

manipulation, visualization and integration of geological, 

geophysical and engineering data. Users can visualize results using 

mapping, cross-sections, seismic interpretations, log plots, cross-

plots, production and reservoir analysis and 3D visualization.

The donation will benefit Arkansas Tech students by allowing them 

to learn about and work with technology that is commonly used 

in the workplace. The software will be used to teach students the 

basics of oil and gas data management and geologic document 

generation. Students and faculty will also use the software to 

continue research in the Arkoma Basin of Arkansas.

“I am very excited about this donation,” said Dr. Jason Patton, 

associate professor of geology and director of the Arkansas 

Center for Energy, Natural Resources and Environmental Studies. 

“Using this software, our geology majors will be able to integrate 

technology into more of their learning experiences. Our goal 

is to make our great students the best trained professionals in 

the country and this software donation will help us meet that 

objective.”

IHS has been in business and providing independent analysis 

across the energy sector since 1959. The company became publicly 

traded on the New York Stock Exchange in 2005. Headquartered 

in Englewood, Colo., IHS employs more than 8,600 people in 32 

countries around the world.

“We appreciate the generous $240,250 gift IHS is making to 

Arkansas Tech University," said Debra Fithen, director of corporate, 

foundation and government relations at Arkansas Tech. "With their 

support, our students will be able to have hands-on experiences 

with dynamic software used by professionals around the world.” |

Tech Engineering Student, Faculty 
Members Researching Energy Harvesting
Arkansas Tech University 

student Hope Schneider and 

two faculty mentors are working 

on a research project that could 

contribute to breakthroughs 

in energy production and 

biomedicine.

Schneider, a sophomore 

electrical engineering major 

and University Honors student 

from Prosper, Texas, is working 

with Dr. Daniel Bullock, 

associate professor of electrical 

engineering, and Dr. James 

Steuber, associate professor of 

mechanical engineering, in an effort to 

study the electrospinning of nanofibers for 

energy harvesting applications.

“Nanofibers are extremely small fibers…

over 1,000 times smaller than the 

diameter of the average human hair…

that exhibit novel electrical, mechanical 

and chemical properties,” said Bullock. 

“By optimizing the conditions under which 

these fibers are produced, we hope to 

engineer nanofibers that could be used 

for innovative energy production devices 

or as scaffolding to promote cell or tissue 

growth.”

Seed funding for the project in the 

amount of $5,000 was made available by 

the Arkansas Center for Energy, Natural 

Resources, and Environmental Studies 

(ACENRES), which is housed at Arkansas 

Tech. Dr. Jason Patton, 

associate professor of geology, 

serves as director for the 

ACENRES.

Schneider presented findings 

from the study at the 100th 

annual meeting of the 

Arkansas Academy of Sciences 

on April 1-2 at the University of 

Arkansas in Fayetteville.

Bullock and Steuber are 

partnering with faculty 

colleagues Dr. Newton Hilliard, 

Dr. Charles Mebi and Dr. 

Ivan Still from the Arkansas 

Tech College of Natural and Health 

Sciences to prepare a National Science 

Foundation proposal that could provide 

funding to further explore the biomedical 

applications of the ongoing research.

“The seed funding from the ACENRES puts 

us in a much better position to compete 

for external funding from sources such as 

NSF,” said Bullock. |
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Classes Begin in New Facility at Arkansas Tech-Ozark
The morning of Thursday, Jan. 28, was a landmark occasion for a 

landmark structure at Arkansas Tech University-Ozark Campus.

Students from the paramedic/emergency medical services 

program and the practical nursing program were among the 

first to hold classes in the new Health Sciences and Wellness 

Building, a 20,273-square foot facility designed by Crafton Tull and 

constructed by The Cone Group.

“This building will give students more incentive to come here 

because we have the latest and greatest technology,” said Kelsi 

Andres, a paramedic/EMS student from Solgohachia. “It’s like we’re 

actually in the ambulance. I want to transition into nursing, so the 

paramedic program gives me the bridge to be able to further my 

education and become a registered nurse.”

The Health Sciences and Wellness Building is Arkansas Tech-

Ozark’s first two-story structure. It features laboratory and 

technology expansion, offices for faculty and support staff, a fitness 

center, student lounge areas and a testing center.

It will house five of the campus’ allied health programs  — 

paramedic, health information technology, physical therapist 

assistant, practical nursing and registered nursing.

“I’m just thrilled with it,” said Ester Leonard, program chair for the 

practical nursing program at Arkansas Tech-Ozark. “I really think 

the students will rise to the occasion. We’re moving very much 

to what we want to be, a state of the art campus. We have a lot 

more technology capabilities, including new simulation labs that 

will allow us to work students through some stressful situations 

without the stress of a live patient.”

Arkansas Tech-Ozark hosted a dedication ceremony for the Health 

Sciences and Wellness Building on Thursday, March 17. Dr. Robin 

E. Bowen, Arkansas Tech president, and Bruce Sikes, chancellor 

of Arkansas Tech-Ozark, were among the speakers. Leigh Burns 

Whiteside, a Tech alumna and native of Ozark, spoke on behalf of 

the Arkansas Tech Board of Trustees. 

“It’s a state of the art facility,” said Joshua Freeman, program chair 

in paramedic/EMS. “A lot of colleges do not have the ambulance 

simulator, so that is a big deal for us. We have high-fidelity 

mannequins that go in it and act almost like a real person. Being 

able to have that and make it as real as possible for their training is 

a benefit that we haven’t had in the past. That’s the best part for us.

“We have a standard of excellence throughout our program, and I 

think now that we have the new building and the new equipment, I 

think the students will be able to see that we have the facilities to 

achieve that,” continued Freeman. “The realism of the simulation 

lab and the equipment we have in the classroom will allow us to 

teach them to the level they need to be able to go out and take 

care of patients. Ultimately, that is our job.”

Bethaney Blackwell, a paramedic/EMS student from Lavaca, was 

able to sum up her reaction to the building in one word.

“It’s awesome,” said Blackwell. “It looks like there will be more 

opportunities to learn with more space and new equipment.”

The building has three computer labs for student use.

“We have a lot of students who do not have good computer access 

at home,” said Leonard. “The new computer labs will make a 

big difference for our students, and the exercise room will get 

students more involved in activity and promote a healthy lifestyle 

throughout campus.” |
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Gleason Donation Benefits New Degree Program
A new degree program at Arkansas 

Tech University has received a gift 

that will enable its students to work 

with professional-grade equipment in 

preparation for their careers.

Dr. Mildred Diane Gleason, associate 

professor of history at Arkansas Tech, 

donated $100,000 to the Arkansas Tech 

Foundation in support of the institution’s 

Bachelor of Arts degree in cultural and 

geospatial studies.

“This new major will offer Tech students 

great opportunities to extend their 

learning and maximize employment 

options,” said Gleason. “The newly 

acquired equipment will enhance the 

program by fostering study with the best, 

most technically sophisticated analytical 

mapping apparatus currently available. 

Giving our students every opportunity 

to develop their abilities, enhance their 

futures and better assist the communities 

they serve is what Tech is about.”

Arkansas Tech began offering course work 

toward the cultural and geospatial studies 

degree during the fall 2015 semester.

In the program proposal summary brought 

forth by the Arkansas Tech College of Arts 

and Humanities, it was explained that the 

cultural and geospatial studies degree 

will provide graduates with marketable 

skills in geographic information systems 

(GIS) while also providing methods 

of identifying, analyzing and solving 

problems utilized by geographers and 

anthropologists.

The summary also states that the 

degree will help students develop the 

skills needed for careers in economic 

development, city and regional planning, 

cultural resource management, natural 

resource management, transportation 

networking, food distribution, real estate, 

education, heritage preservation and a 

range of other fields.

Gleason’s donation has already made it 

possible for the Arkansas Tech College 

of Arts and Humanities to purchase two 

Trimble Geo 7x high-accuracy global 

navigation satellite system (GNSS) 

handheld global positioning system (GPS) 

units and a Hewlett-Packard Designjet 44-

inch high-resolution printer/scanner.

The GPS units will allow students to 

gain hands-on experience in mobile data 

collection and resource management. The 

wide-format printer/scanner will provide 

students with an opportunity to organize 

and present the types of spatial data that 

are used on a daily basis by governmental 

agencies and private business.

The gift from Gleason will also make 

it possible for the college to invest in 

supplemental software for qualitative and 

quantitative analysis.

Two members of the geography faculty 

at Arkansas Tech — Dr. Joseph Swain 

and Dr. Patrick Hagge — were involved 

in the selection of the new equipment. 

Dr. Jeff Woods, dean of the Arkansas 

Tech College of Arts and Humanities, 

provided leadership in securing the proper 

resources to install and maintain the 

equipment.

As a result of the new resources, new 

courses in planning application GIS, 

cultural resources management and urban 

geography were available to Tech students 

during the spring 2016 semester.

In addition, the equipment will enhance 

collaboration between Arkansas Tech 

students and regional municipalities.

For more information about the Arkansas 

Tech Bachelor of Arts degree in cultural 

and geospatial studies, contact the 

Arkansas Tech Department of History and 

Political Science at (479) 968-0265. |
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TRIBUTE GIFTS:
During the period November 2015 - February 2016, the following individuals made gifts in honor or in memory of someone special to them.

In Honor of Travis Adams 
David and Constance Shinn

In Honor of Tom (Peg) Agar 
Frank and Linda Russenberger

In Memory of Sara Douthit Anders 
Joye Beeson

In Honor of Dr. AJ Anglin 
Mary Gunter

In Memory of Virginia Bachman 
Wayne and Yvonne Zachary

In Honor of Tery Baskin 
Tom and Jayne Jones

In Honor of Dr. Linda Bean 
Mary Gunter 
Kayla Sapkota

In Memory of O.V. “Blondie” Beeson 
Joye Beeson

In Honor of Dr. David Bell 
Mary Gunter

In Honor of Dr. Robin E. Bowen 
Pettit and Pettit Consulting  
 Engineers Inc

In Memory of Betty Davis Bradbury 
Joye Beeson

In Memory of James Burge 
Bill and Vicky Kiehl

In Memory of Frances Carroll 
Anonymous 
Paul and Regina Burris 
Matt and Pam Cooper 
Kelly and Reta Davis 
Brent and Christa Drake 
Lisa Harris 
Terry Holland-Finley 
Aaron Jones 
David and Dana Moseley 
Earnest and Alison Taylor

In Honor of Dr. Timothy Carter 
Mary Gunter

In Memory of Dana Coffman 
Stan and Dacie Rau

In Memory of Mary Cole 
Linda Bean 
Hilda Turner

In Honor of Bill David 
Dan and Sara Yowell

In Memory of Nellita  
Jane Shultz Dempsey 
Joye Beeson

In Memory of Kay Dodson 
Kandis Croom

In Memory of Anne Dopson 
Mike and Patsy King

In Memory of Deward Dopson 
Mike and Patsy King

In Honor of Dr. CD Dowell 
John and Janice Clark 
Iris Jones

In Honor of Jo Claire Britt Emerson 
Jimmie and Jo Emerson

In Memory of Howard Faulkner 
Joye Beeson

In Honor of Dr. John Freeman 
Mary Gunter

In Honor of Marcia Galatas 
Ningning Galatas

In Honor of Jackie Gardner 
Earnest and Alison Taylor

In Memory of Floyd Gilliland 
Cynthia Anne Fuller Gantt 
John and Karen Green 
Powell and Kaye McClellan

In Honor of Dr. Chris Giroir 
Mary Gunter

In Memory of Nancy Grant 
Richard and Nancy Mobley

In Memory of Doug Hall 
Frank and Linda Russenberger

In Honor of Suzanne Harmon 
Robert and Linda Griffin 
Johnny and Julie Morgan

In Honor of William “Bill” Harmon 
Robert and Linda Griffin 
Johnny and Julie Morgan

In Memory of Ellie Harris 
Leo and Teresa Harris

In Memory of Dr. Lyman Harris 
Toni Bachman 
Travis and Deborah Beard 
William Cessna 
Larry and Amber Dilday 
James Dougherty 
Bob and Debra Fithen 
Sue Frueauff 
Lee and Barbara Griffith 
Carol Harris 
Innovation Industries Inc 
Tom and Jayne Jones 
Randy and Margie Link 
Robert and Carol Lloyd 
Doug Lowrey 
Marva Sheltered Workshop Inc 
Joyce McCain 
George and Carolyn McLellan 
Johnny and Julie Morgan 
Teresa Parker 
Cutie Peoples 
Bill and Joanna Peters 
Karen Pittman 
Richard and Janet Roessler 
Jennifer Samson 
Chris and Beverly Shively 
Sam and Ann Thomas 
Tom and Linda Tyler 
David and Susan Underwood

In Memory of Robert Harris 
Arkansas Community Foundation 
Arnold J. Creekmore & Associates 
ATF William and Judith Galloway   
 Revocable Trust 
John and Susan Bailey 
Becky Barriault 
Jean Bear-Faaborg 
Barbara Belcher-Gray 

James and Marie Biggers 
Beverly Bowman 
Sid and Sue Brain 
Loucinda Buford 
David and Jaynie Clark 
Coffman-Standridge LLC 
Donald Crabtree 
Danya Day 
Cheryl Denton 
Penny Doherty 
Donald and Linda Gifford 
Dover Band Boosters 
Rick Dowda 
Nolan Edwards 
Burt and Mona Ewing 
Farm Credit Services 
Debra Fiser 
Bob and Debra Fithen 
James and Jo Ford 
Charles Fore 
Fred and Kathleen Fullerton 
Jeff and Heather Gateley 
Rodney Gilbreath 
Shawn and Sara Gordon 
Frank Griffin Oil Co Inc 
Jean Harbison 
Bob and Polly Hardin 
Herschell and Caroline Hargus 
Benny and LaVel Harris 
Freddie Harris 
Paul and Shirley House 
Catherine Capen-Housley 
Rebecca Howell 
Alleyne Johnson 
Don and Donna Johnston 
Tom and Jayne Jones 
Kurtis and Sandra Jones 
Etta Justice 
Don and Wynona Keathley 
Mike and Joyce Larkin 
Bill and Doris Lawrence 
David and Jalia Lingle 
James and Carol Looney 
Regina Matheson 
Tom and Susan Matthews 
Michael and Betsy McGuire 
Ray Minor 
Johnny and Julie Morgan 
David and Dana Moseley 
Margaret Mosley 
Judy Murphy 
Bob and Frances Parker 
David Parker 
Raymond and Carolyn Porter 
Mary Ann Rollans 
Thomas and Rosemary Rolniak 
Richard and Barbara Ruble 
James and Michele Rush 
Russellville Area Chamber of   
 Commerce 
Russellville Board of Realtors 
Russellville Family Clinic, PA 
Alton and Ann Rye 
Mary Saralegui 
Robert and Georgia Sells 
Gene and Kay Sharp 
H.L. and Barbara Shepherd 
Simmons Bank 
William and Kathy Smith 
Streett Law Firm, PA 
Thomas and Thomas CPAs 
Town and Country Veterinary Clinic -  
 Dale Kaufman 
Scott and Pam Van Horn 
Vaughn Appraisals 
John Wright

In Memory of Wesley Harris 
Arkansas Community Foundation 
Arnold J. Creekmore & Associates 

John and Susan Bailey 
Jean Bear-Faaborg 
Barbara Belcher-Gray 
James and Marie Biggers 
Lendon and Leisa Blanchard 
Beverly Bowman 
Sid and Sue Brain 
Loucinda Buford 
Gary and Charlotte Carothers 
David and Jaynie Clark 
Coffman-Standridge LLC 
Donald Crabtree 
Danya Day 
Cheryl Denton 
Penny Doherty 
Dover Band Boosters 
Nolan Edwards 
Burt and Mona Ewing 
Farm Credit Services 
Debra Fiser 
Bob and Debra Fithen 
James and Jo Ford 
Charles Fore 
Fred and Kathleen Fullerton 
William and Judith Galloway 
Jeff and Heather Gateley 
Donald and Linda Gifford 
Rodney Gilbreath 
Shawn and Sara Gordon 
Frank Griffin Oil Co Inc 
Jean Harbison 
Bob and Polly Hardin 
Herschell and Caroline Hargus 
Benny and LaVel Harris 
Freddie Harris 
Paul and Shirley House 
Catherine Capen-Housley 
Rebecca Howell 
Alleyne Johnson 
Don and Donna Johnston 
Tom and Jayne Jones 
Kurtis and Sandra Jones 
Etta Justice 
Don and Wynona Keathley 
Mike and Joyce Larkin 
Bill and Doris Lawrence 
David and Jalia Lingle 
James and Carol Looney 
Regina Matheson 
Tom and Susan Matthews 
Michael and Betsy McGuire 
Johnny and Julie Morgan 
David and Dana Moseley 
Margaret Mosley 
Judy Murphy 
Bob and Frances Parker 
David Parker 
Raymond and Carolyn Porter 
Mary Ann Rollans 
Thomas and Rosemary Rolniak 
Richard and Barbara Ruble 
James and Michele Rush 
Russellville Area Chamber of   
 Commerce 
Russellville Board of Realtors 
Russellville Family Clinic, PA 
Alton and Ann Rye 
Robert and Georgia Sells 
Gene and Kay Sharp 
H.L. and Barbara Shepherd 
Simmons Bank 
William and Kathy Smith 
Streett Law Firm, PA 
Thomas and Thomas CPAs 
Town and Country Veterinary Clinic -  
 Dale Kaufman 
Scott and Pam Van Horn 
Vaughn Appraisals
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In Memory of Ruth Harrison 
Johnny and Julie Morgan

In Memory of Leonard Hokanson 
Sally Todd

In Honor of Ray Holbrook 
Dan and Sara Yowell

In Honor of Dr. Annette Holeyfield 
Mary Gunter

In Memory of Kathleen Hollabaugh 
Ray Ward

In Memory of Walter Holley 
Johnny and Julie Morgan

In Honor of Patrick Hundley 
Matt and Pam Cooper 
David and Dana Moseley

In Memory of Phil Jacobs 
David and Dana Moseley

In Memory of Yuan Jin 
Ningning Galatas

In Memory of Kevin Johnson 
Thomas Bowden

In Memory of Serelda Johnson 
Tekla Barr 
Angela Medlock

In Honor of Jennifer Junker 
David and Dana Moseley

In Memory of Rebecca  
Hindsman Kennedy 
Rebecca Wilson

In Honor of David Krueger 
Tom and Jayne Jones

In Honor of Dr. Caleb Lack 
Kandis Croom

In Honor of Brian Lasey 
Pettit and Pettit Consulting  
 Engineers Inc

In Memory of Julie Harris Lefevre 
Arkansas Community Foundation 
Arnold J. Creekmore & Associates 
John and Susan Bailey 
Jean Bear-Faaborg 
Barbara Belcher-Gray 
James and Marie Biggers 
Beverly Bowman 
Sid and Sue Brain 
Loucinda Buford 
David and Jaynie Clark 
Coffman-Standridge LLC 
Donald Crabtree 
Danya Day 
Cheryl Denton 
Penny Doherty 
Dover Band Boosters 
Nolan Edwards 
Vince and Lori Eshnaur 
Burt and Mona Ewing 
Farm Credit Services 
Debra Fiser 
Bob and Debra Fithen 
James and Jo Ford 
Charles Fore 
Fred and Kathleen Fullerton 
William and Judith Galloway 
Jeff and Heather Gateley 
Donald and Linda Gifford 
Rodney Gilbreath 
Shawn and Sara Gordon 

Frank Griffin Oil Co Inc 
Jean Harbison 
Bob and Polly Hardin 
Herschell and Caroline Hargus 
Benny and LaVel Harris 
Freddie Harris 
Paul and Shirley House 
Catherine Capen-Housley 
Rebecca Howell 
Alleyne Johnson 
George and Theresa Johnson 
Don and Donna Johnston 
Tom and Jayne Jones 
Kurtis and Sandra Jones 
Etta Justice 
Don and Wynona Keathley 
Mike and Joyce Larkin 
Bill and Doris Lawrence 
David and Jalia Lingle 
James and Carol Looney 
Regina Matheson 
Tom and Susan Matthews 
Michael and Betsy McGuire 
Johnny and Julie Morgan 
David and Dana Moseley 
Margaret Mosley 
Judy Murphy 
Bob and Frances Parker 
David Parker 
Raymond and Carolyn Porter 
Mary Ann Rollans 
Thomas and Rosemary Rolniak 
Richard and Barbara Ruble 
James and Michele Rush 
Russellville Area Chamber of   
 Commerce 
Russellville Board of Realtors 
Russellville Family Clinic, PA 
Alton and Ann Rye 
Larry and Bonnie Scarth 
Robert and Georgia Sells 
Gene and Kay Sharp 
H.L. and Barbara Shepherd 
Simmons Bank 
William and Kathy Smith 
Streett Law Firm, PA 
Thomas and Thomas CPAs 
Town and Country Veterinary Clinic -  
 Dale Kaufman 
Scott and Pam Van Horn 
Vaughn Appraisals

In Memory of Cheryl Lewis 
Ann and Charles Florsheim Family   
 Foundation 
Jessica Baker 
Tim and Laura Blalock 
Brian Burton 
Alta Cheek 
Brad and Angela Cheves 
Don Childers 
Imo Childers 
Douglas Compton 
Tom and Diane Cravens 
George and Susannah Crosthwaite 
First Baptist Church - Atkins 
Bob Francis 
Shelly Frank 
Shirlee Gandy 
Roxann Garcia 
Michael and Kathleen Gigl 
Kayla Hale 
Kevin and Melissa Haralson 
Jim and Anne Hartnett 
Kirby Hill 
Jerry Holbert 
Myke Holt 
Michelle Hudson 
Barbara Hughes 
Haden and Tish Hughes 
Mike and Monica Hutchison 
Roni Ido 
Tom and Jayne Jones 

Jack and Judy Lassiter 
Mark LaVelle 
Joel and Virginia Lewis 
Paul and Geneva Lewis 
Robert and Sherry Little 
Carolyn Lyde 
William McCoy 
Marsha McCoy-Sebesta 
Vaughan and Nora McRae 
Stan and Betty Menking 
John and Jennifer Moffitt 
Johnny and Julie Morgan 
John Moritz 
Greg and Nancy Nelson 
Oscar and Anna Laura Page 
Karl and Nancy Petruso 
Quick, Quick & Associates 
Todd Rasberry 
Shauna Redman 
Fred and Susan Richards 
Dana Salony 
Jerri Schooley 
Peter and Helen Schulze 
Sherman ISD Education Foundation Inc 
Gail Simmons 
Gaynell Simpson 
James Spaniolo 
Todd Svane 
Ken and Caroline Taylor 
Ray and Elizabeth Thomas 
Patti Turner 
Holly Wagner 
Loy and Kitt Watley 
Lou Wenger 
John and Carolyn Williams

In Memory of Clinton Littlejohn 
Frank and Linda Russenberger

In Memory of Dr. David Long 
Scott and Teresa Hinnershitz

In Honor of Bill Maxwell 
Kandis Croom

In Honor of Donna Maxwell 
Kandis Croom

In Honor of Mike Miller 
Tom and Jayne Jones

In Honor of Johnny Morgan 
Bill and Suzanne Harmon

In Honor of Julie Morgan 
Bill and Suzanne Harmon

In Honor of David Moseley 
Pettit and Pettit Consulting  
 Engineers Inc

In Memory of Jewell Naylor 
Frank and Linda Russenberger

In Memory of James Newton 
Clem and Jamie Barrere

In Honor of Martha Newton 
Clem and Jamie Barrere 
Bill and Suzanne Harmon 
Bliss and Jan Hicky 
Tom and Jayne Jones

In Honor of Bob Norman 
Tom and Jayne Jones

In Memory of William “Bill” Payton 
Toni Bachman 
Bill and Suzanne Harmon 
Johnny and Julie Morgan

In Honor of Dr. Rockie Pederson 
Mary Gunter

In Memory of Lou Ann Pew 
David and Dana Moseley

In Memory of Mattie Lou Reddin 
Linda Bean

In Memory of Billy Joe Reid 
David and Dana Moseley

In Memory of George G Riley 
Polly Riley

In Memory of Dr. Gene Dale Ring 
Toni Bachman

In Memory of Marie Robertson 
Joye Beeson 
Johnny and Julie Morgan

In Honor of Galen Rounsaville 
Pettit and Pettit Consulting  
 Engineers Inc

In Honor of Dojelo Crabaugh Russell 
Johnny and Julie Morgan

In Memory of Charles Shelton 
Bill and Tracy Shelton

In Memory of David Shinn 
Cayce Shinn

In Honor of Dr. Rebecca Shopfner 
Kandis Croom 
Mary Gunter

In Honor of Phil Sims 
Frank and Linda Russenberger

In Memory of Don Sloan 
Glenn Bradford

In Memory of Beth Clifton Smiley 
Clifton and Sherry Caldwell

In Honor of Judith Stewart-Abernathy 
Johnny and Julie Morgan

In Memory of Christina Stinnett 
Bobby and Linda Rush

In Memory of Richard D Stripe 
Bob Cartwright

In Honor of Dr. Christopher Trombly 
Mary Gunter

In Honor of Dr. Finley Turner 
Johnny and Julie Morgan

In Memory of Martha Vance 
Carolyn Sluiter

In Memory of Dr. Kenneth Walker 
Barry and Linda Swain

In Honor of Doug Walton 
Pettit and Pettit Consulting  
 Engineers Inc

In Honor of Mike Wilkins 
Hardy Winburn

In Memory of Mike Womack 
John and Becky Womack
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1945. He owned Ranco Building Supply in Fayetteville for 30 years. 

David lived in Fayetteville. He was 94.

Martha B. Vance (’42) died on Nov. 26, 2015. She taught at 

Crawford Elementary School in Russellville during World War II. 

Martha lived in Russellville. She was 93.

Marie Smith Robertson (BUAD ’45) died on Jan. 14, 2016. Marie 

put herself through school by working clerical jobs during World 

War II and helped put her husband, Charles “Whitey” Robertson, 

through dental school at the University of Missouri-Kansas City 

by working at Capitol Records. After settling in Russellville, she 

gave of her time to benefit such organizations as the Philanthropic 

Educational Organization and Russellville Culture Club. Marie 

lived in Springfield, Mo. She was 92.

Thomas Burt Bradley (AGRI ’48) died on Jan. 19, 2016. He worked 

for Central Soya for 25 years and as sales credit manager for Cuddy 

Farms in Aurora, Mo., for 11 years. Tom lived in Searcy. He was 87.

Hiron D. Knight (AGRI ’48) died on Dec. 12, 2015. He served in the 

U.S. Navy and retired from Tyson Foods as a personnel manager. 

Hiron lived in Springdale. He was 89.

Bill W. Matthews (’48) died on Feb. 9, 2016. Bill was an aviator 

in the U.S. Navy for 20 years. He went on to a 33-year career 

with Walgreens, working as a pharmacist and store manager. His 

philanthropic efforts aided Boy Scout Troop 228 and the Matthews 

Civic Center in his native Atkins. Bill lived in Beaumont, Texas. He 

was 87.

Maurce C. Sharp (AGRI ’49) died on Feb. 9, 2015. Maurce served 

in the U.S. Army during World War II and the Korean War. He taught 

vocational agriculture in the schools at Mountain Home from 1955-

60 and worked for the U.S. Soil Conservation Service from 1960-86. 

He was also a realtor. Maurce lived in Harrison. He was 89.

Evalyn Josephine Blake Biggs (ELED ’50) died on Oct. 7, 2015. She 

was a retired school teacher. Eva Jo lived in Ashdown. She was 89.

Richard V. Jacobs (BUAD ’50) died on Nov. 13, 2015. Richard 

served in the U.S. Army Air Corps during World War II. He retired 

from Alcoa as a supervisor. Richard lived in Benton. He was 90.

William Ray Shelton (’50) died on May 30, 2015. He served in the 

U.S. Navy during World War II and was retired from A&R Supply Co. 

in Memphis, Tenn. Ray lived in Memphis. He was 90.

Dr. Arthur Clark Stancil (’50) died on Nov. 21, 2015. He was a 

veteran of the U.S. Air Force and a member of the Arkansas Dental 

Association. Clark lived in Clinton. He was 84.

Ferdinand Kaufman Jr. (HIST/POL SCI ’51) died on Feb. 3, 2016. 

Ferd served in the U.S. Navy during World War II. He went on to 

work as a photographer for the Arkansas Democrat newspaper 

in Little Rock, Arkansas Gov. Francis Cherry and United Press 

in Dallas, Texas, before the Associated Press hired him in 1957. 

Over the span of a 20-year career with the AP, Ferd photographed 

eight U.S. presidents. His photos helped document the events 

surrounding the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in 

November 1963. He later worked as vice president of real estate 

at Richardson Bank and Trust and at Pavillion Bank. Ferd lived in 

Richardson, Texas. He was 89.

Norma Viner Rodgers (BUAD ’51) died on Dec. 14, 2015. She 

was retired from a career with the Little Rock School District that 

included service as an administrative assistant and secretary to the 

school board. Norma lived in Little Rock. She was 83.

Darrell R. Atkins (’52) died on June 23, 2015. He was former pastor 

of First Baptist Church in Dupo, Ill., and former chaplain for Family 

Hospice of Belleville, Ill. Darrell lived in Madison, Miss. He was 81.

Robert Joseph Loyd (CHEM ’52) died on April 15, 2015. He spent 

11 years with the Phillips Petroleum Company in Bartlesville, 

Okla., and worked in the chemistry department at Northwestern 

University in Evanston, Ill., for 32 years. Bob lived in Glenview, Ill. 

He was 86.

John H. Shelton (AGRI ’52) died on April 6, 2015. He was a veteran 

of the U.S. Army and a member of the Crowville Volunteer Fire 

Department. John lived in Crowville, La. He was 83.

Robert W. Horton (’53) died on Aug. 25, 2015. He worked in the 

insurance business in Searcy County and later in the construction 

business in central Arkansas. Robert lived in Hot Springs. He was 84.

Edsel Lee Kuykendall (BUAD ’53) died on Dec. 22, 2015. Ed 

served in the U.S. Navy during World War II. He retired from 

Texas Instruments in 1987 following a 30-year career. Ed lived in 

Sherman, Texas. He was 90.

Barron Thompson (ENGR ’53) died on Sept. 22, 2015. He worked 

as a machinist for Dixie Cup for more than 40 years. Barron lived in 

Muldrow, Okla. He was 82.

Jim Bearden (ENGR ’54) died on July 7, 2015. He served in 

the U.S. Navy and was an engineer and contractor. Jim lived in 

Scranton. He was 85.

Vance Leonard Broadaway Jr. (ENGR ’54) died on Feb. 11, 

2015. Vance was a veteran of the Korean War. He co-owned a road 

construction company and developed machinery and products 

used in road maintenance. Vance lived in Little Rock. He was 82.

Larry Motley Sr. (’55) died on Dec. 4, 2015. He served in the U.S. 

Navy during the Korean War. Larry lived in Conway. He was 83.

Mariel Ruth Stowers Lewis (’56) died on June 25, 2015. She 

traveled the world as a U.S. Navy wife to Dewey T. Lewis Sr. Mariel 

lived in Little Rock. She was 80.

Mary Anne Vaughn (BUAD ’56) died on Jan. 6, 2016. She taught in 

the schools at Dardanelle, Crossett and Mountain Springs for more 

than 20 years. Mary Anne lived in Russellville. She was 81.

Thomas Jerry Jones (’57) died on Dec. 7, 2015. T.J. served in the 

U.S. Army. He had a 45-year career in the trucking business. In 

1982, T.J. was among the founders of the company that became 

American Freightways. He remained on the company’s board of 

directors until it was sold to Federal Express in 2001. T.J. received 

the 2008 Arkansas Community Service Award from the Department 

of Human Services Division of Volunteerism and the Office of 
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the Governor in recognition of his work on behalf of food banks, 

the Salvation Army, the American Cancer Society and the Nature 

Conservancy. T.J. lived in Harrison. He was 78.

Louis Edward Shell Jr. (’57) died on June 22, 2015. Louis lived in 

Heber Springs. He was 82.

Gerald Shelton (ENGR ’57 & BUAD ’59) died on Aug. 29, 2015. 

He served in the military for 20 years, worked for Boeing for 12 

years and retired after serving as a math teacher in the Jasper 

School District. Gerald lived in Jasper. He was 84.

Thomas Frank Simco Jr. (AGRI ’57) died on Aug. 20, 2015. He 

served in the U.S. Air Force during the Korean War and was retired 

from Tyson Foods. Thomas lived in Springdale. He was 82.

Donald Sanford Ryan (HIST/POL SCI ’58) died on Jan. 3, 2016. Don 

practiced law in Little Rock for more than 50 years. He was a partner 

at Dodds, Kidd and Ryan. Don lived in Little Rock. He was 81.

Bennie Otis Trusty Jr. (’58) died on Oct. 30, 2015. He served in the 

Arkansas National Guard and had a career as a chemical engineer 

and consultant. Bennie lived in Lakeland, Fla. He was 77.

Donald Hugh Hawkins (HPE ’61) died on Oct. 19, 2015. Don was 

former co-owner of Sheridan Lumber and Supply and former owner 

of Sheridan Ready Mix. He taught and coached in the Sheridan 

School District from 1961-66. Don lived in Sheridan. He was 76.

Van Wayne Lee (ENGR ’61) died on Dec. 9, 2015. Van was 

a defensive back for Arkansas Intercollegiate Conference 

championship football teams at Arkansas Tech in 1960 and 1961. 

He served as director of engineering for the City of Fort Smith 

for 23 years and later managed major road projects in northwest 

Arkansas as a consultant for CDG Engineers. He was a past 

president of the Arkansas Society of Professional Engineers. Van 

lived in Fort Smith. He was 74.

Robert J. Rennie (ACCT ’63) died on Jan. 29, 2015. Robert lived in 

Denton, Texas. He was 73.

Nelson F. Reid (MATH ’65) died on Oct. 26, 2015. He operated a 

poultry farming operation. Nelson lived in Casa. He was 73.

James Lloyd Burge (MATH ’66) died on Jan. 13, 2016. He opened 

James Burge Photography in Sherwood in 1971 and operated it 

until his retirement in 2011. James was a founding member of the 

Arkansas Professional Photographers Association. Among others, 

he photographed Gov. David Pryor and was among the inaugural 

photographers for President George H.W. Bush in 1988. James lived 

in Little Rock. He was 75.

Dr. Ray Arnold Pearson (BIOL ’67) died on Nov. 16, 2015. Ray was 

a veteran of the U.S. Air Force. He owned and operated Pearson 

Chiropractic Clinic in Harrison for 35 years. He was also a minister. 

Ray lived in Branson, Mo. He was 71.

Jerome Potter (HIST/POL SCI ’67) died on Nov. 11, 2015. Jerry 

retired from a 31-year career in the U.S. Air Force at the rank 

of Colonel in 1981. He volunteered with the Tarrant County 

Probate Court in Fort Worth, Texas, for most of the rest of his life, 

working with wards of the court to ensure their well-being and 

recommending necessary actions to correct any problems. Jerry 

lived in Fort Worth. He was 83.

Gary O. Dodd (’68) died on Dec. 22, 2014. Gary lived in Atlanta, 

Ga. He was 70.

Faye Foster Holmes (’68) died on Jan. 28, 2016. Faye was among 

the first three African-American female graduates of Arkansas 

Tech. She was recognized by the African-American Chapter of the 

Arkansas Tech Alumni Association in fall 2015 with an outstanding 

alumni award. Faye lived in Fort Smith. She was 71.

Dr. James A. Churchill (HIST/POL SCI ’69) died on Sept. 28, 

2014. He pastored Presbyterian congregations in Pennsylvania and 

Tennessee from 1972-2012. James lived in Malvern, Pa. He was 66.

Phillip Truman Jacobs (BUAD ’69) died on Jan. 6, 2016. Phil was vice 

president for governmental relations at Arkansas Tech from 2005-

14. He represented portions of Johnson and Pope counties in the 

Arkansas General Assembly from 1999-2004, was a past chairman of 

the Johnson County Election Commission and served on the Johnson 

County Quorum Court for six years. Phil was in the Arkansas National 

Guard and was a volunteer fireman. He owned and operated the 

Western Auto franchise in Clarksville from 1975-2001 and was owner 

of Triple J Ranch. Phil lived in Clarksville. He was 69.

William W. Payton Jr. (BIOL ’70 & M.Ed. ’84) died on Jan. 4, 

2016. Bill was a chemistry teacher at Russellville High School for 

39 years. His community service included efforts on behalf of the 

Russellville Civil Service Commission, the Office of the Coroner 

in Pope County, the Russellville Area Chamber of Commerce 

Christmas parade committee and the Pope County chapter of the 

American Red Cross. Bill lived in Russellville. He was 67.

James “Rex” Fortner (RPA ’74) died on Dec. 19, 2015. Rex served 

in the U.S. Navy. He was superintendent of parks for the City of 

Rogers from 1975-2006. Rex lived in Garfield. He was 68.

Anita Rae Henson Davis (BUED ’75) died on Feb. 3, 2016. Anita’s 

career included stints as an administrative assistant at the State 

Capitol in Little Rock, in the banking industry and as a teacher in 

Arizona and Guam. She retired from Pinkston Middle School in 

Mountain Home in 2013. Anita lived in Mountain Home. She was 68.

Cheryl Childers Lewis (MUED ’75) died on Jan. 24, 2016. Cheryl 

was the founding president of the Zeta Rho Chapter of Sigma 

Alpha Iota, a national music service fraternity for women, at 

Arkansas Tech. She went on to conduct school choirs, give private 

voice lessons, lead church choirs and work with musical theatre 

for children. She also worked in public and school libraries. Cheryl 

lived in Arlington, Texas. She was 62.

Larry D. Croft (’76) died on Dec. 18, 2015. Larry’s career was spent 

in sales. He sold everything from concrete products to insurance. 

Larry lived in Scranton. He was 58.

William Morgan Ladd (MUED ’76) died on Nov. 2, 2015. Bill was 

former president of the Arkansas Realtors Association and a real 

estate educator with the Arkansas Real Estate Training Academy. 
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He was the former owner and operator of Country Joe’s Family 

BBQ in Russellville. Bill lived in Russellville. He was 61.

Elaine Parker Tipton (HPE ’77) died on Jan. 14, 2016. She 

coached and taught at Bellaire Academy, Montrose Academy 

and the Dermott School District before serving as special 

education teacher for the Drew Central School District in 

Monticello for the past 15 years. Elaine lived in Dermott. She 

was 60.

Betty Vickers (M.Ed. ’77) died on Nov. 3, 2015. She was an 

elementary school teacher and she trained teachers in Arkansas 

on remedial reading techniques. Betty lived in Broken Arrow, 

Okla. She was 85.

Steve Allen Neddersen (CHEM ’78) died on Nov. 21, 2015. 

He served in the U.S. Marines and retired at the rank of Major. 

He went on to a civilian career that included work on behalf of 

Boeing in St. Louis, Mo. Steve lived in Clinton. He was 60.

Carol Lee Watts Yarbrough (REHAB SCI ’78) died on Aug. 28, 

2015. Carol worked as a flight attendant before receiving her 

degree from Arkansas Tech and transitioned to a career as a 

licensed social worker with the Arkansas Department of Human 

Services. She later worked in her family’s business, CM Vending 

Company of Russellville. Carol lived in Russellville. She was 71.

Jerome Paul Robison Sr. (AGBU ’81) died on Dec. 10, 2015. 

He worked for more than 20 years as an industrial painter and 

for the last eight years as a feed mill operator. Jerome lived in 

London. He was 59.

Joel Norman Maupin (BUAD ’85) died on Jan. 14, 2016. 

He worked in the nuclear energy field and served as project 

scheduler for several government contractors. Joel lived in 

Arlington, Va. He was 52.

Deborah Lynn Daily Tucker (’86) died on Oct. 19, 2015. She 

was a member of Zeta Tau Alpha sorority during her time at 

Arkansas Tech. Debbie lived in Subiaco. She was 51.

Frank Albin Richter (REHAB SCI ’87) died on Jan. 19, 2016. 

Frank served in the Vietnam War. He was retired from a career 

as a probation and parole officer for the State of Arkansas. He 

was the pastor of Gumlog Fellowship Church for 37 years. Frank 

lived in Pottsville. He was 67.

Jill Elizabeth Byers (MATH ’93) died on Jan. 1, 2016. She was 

an engineer for Baldor. Jill lived in Fort Smith. She was 44.

Patrick Hunt Dudeck (BUAD ’93) died on Jan. 26, 2016. Pat 

played for the men’s basketball program at Arkansas Tech from 

1989-93. He was executive broker for Crye-Leike Brock Real 

Estate. Pat lived in Heber Springs. He was 45.

Angela Pruitt (ENGL ’94) died on Nov. 15, 2015. She was a 

published author of poetry. Angela lived in Russellville. She 

was 44.

Julie Harris Lefevre (AGBU ’97) died on Oct. 29, 2015. She 

worked as an Internet manager at Valley Motors in Russellville 

for six years. Julie lived in Dover. She was 41.

Frances Gale Brisentine (MATH ’98) died on Nov. 20, 2015. 

Frances lived in Maumelle. She was 40.

Carolyn Reeves (M.Ed. ELEM ’98) died on Dec. 3, 2015. She 

taught in the schools at Snowball and Western Grove for more 

than 45 years. Carolyn lived in Jasper. She was 76.

James K. Joslin (JOUR ’99) died on Jan. 18, 2016. He was 

editor of the Tri-Lakes, Three Rivers and River Valley and Ozark 

editions of the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. James lived in 

Stuttgart. He was 46.

Serelda Faye Johnson (HIM ’03) died on Nov. 29, 2015. She 

was an instructor at Ozarka College. Serelda lived in Mountain 

View. She was 62.

Nick White (’06) died on Dec. 30, 2015. He worked as a hall 

director at the San Marcos Baptist Academy and head coach of 

the club football team at Texas State University. Nick lived in 

San Marcos, Texas. He was 33.

Shirley Ann Keeney (HIST ’08) died on Oct. 24, 2015. Shirley 

lived in Russellville. She was 67.

Dr. Carleton Edgar Curran Jr. (FMR FACULTY) died on Nov. 

15, 2015. Carleton served on the history faculty at Arkansas 

Tech from 1956-66. He went on to teach for another 28 years at 

Eastern Illinois University. Carleton lived in Charleston, Ill. He 

was 92.

Dr. Lyman B. Harris (FMR FACULTY) died on Feb. 9, 2016. 

Lyman joined the Arkansas Tech faculty in December 1974 

and retired in August 2014. He was professor of rehabilitation 

science and program director at the time of his retirement. 

Under his leadership, the rehabilitation science program 

became an official major at Tech. Arkansas Tech was the first 

university in the state to offer an undergraduate rehabilitation 

science program. The Arkansas Tech program was the first 

accredited rehabilitation science program in Arkansas, and it 

was one of the first eight in the nation to gain accreditation. 

Lyman lived in Russellville. He was 68.

Dr. George P. Johnson (FACULTY) died on Dec. 16, 2015. 

George had served on the Arkansas Tech faculty from 1990 until 

the time of his passing. He held the rank of professor of biology 

and was curator of the herbarium at Arkansas Tech. George 

lived in Russellville. He was 59. |
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Golden Suns Take GAC Championship
Arkansas Tech University is the undisputed champion of Great 

American Conference women’s basketball for 2015-16.

The nationally 15th-ranked Golden Suns overpowered 

Southwestern Oklahoma State University 106-85 at Bruin 

Fieldhouse in Bartlesville, Okla., on Sunday, March 6, to win the 

2016 GAC Tournament championship trophy, which now rests 

alongside the 2015-16 GAC regular season championship trophy at 

Tucker Coliseum in Russellville.

Arkansas Tech senior Fatima Adams scored 34 points and grabbed 

12 rebounds in the title game. She was voted GAC Tournament 

most valuable player after averaging 29.3 points per game during 

the Golden Suns’ three-game run to the title and an automatic 

berth in the 2016 NCAA Division II Tournament.

Adams, the 2015-16 GAC player of the year, scored 26 first-half 

points to stake Arkansas Tech to a 53-46 halftime lead in the 

championship contest.

“Fatima was really unstoppable, and we needed it,” said Golden 

Suns head coach Dave Wilbers. “Our 3-point shooting was off in 

the first half.”

The Golden Suns heated up from the perimeter in the second half. 

Tech was just 2-of-10 from beyond the arc in the first half and 9-of-

39 from 3-point range for the tournament until it knocked down 10 

of its first 15 3-point attempts to begin the second half.

Arkansas Tech led 76-66 after three quarters. A trio of Calli White 

3-pointers, an Anissa Pounds trey and a 3-point play by Anna Lea 

Little helped the Suns extend their lead to 91-77 at the 6:04 mark 

of the fourth quarter.

The final dagger came with 1:33 left when Pounds made her fifth 

and final 3-pointer of the second half to put Arkansas Tech over the 

century mark with a 102-81 lead.

The Golden Suns established a new GAC Tournament record for 

points in a game.

Bre Brooks had 21 points, six rebounds and six assists. She and 

Kelsey McClure joined Adams as the Golden Suns’ representatives 

on the All-GAC Tournament team.

Pounds finished with 19 points, 17 of which came in the second 

half. White contributed 12 points. McClure notched nine points 

and five rebounds.

Arkansas Tech out-rebounded SWOSU 43-29 and accumulated an 

18-2 edge in fast break points.

The Golden Suns completed their season with an overall record 

of 27-4 after reaching the second round of the NCAA Division II 

Tournament. Tech defeated Missouri Western State University 81-

80 in the opening round before falling to Pittsburg State University 

91-80 in overtime in the regional semifinals. |
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Heart of Texas Bowl C.H.A.M.P.S.
Arkansas Tech University completed one of the most successful 

seasons in the history of its football program on Saturday, Dec. 5, 

with a 51-35 win over Eastern New Mexico University in the 2015 

C.H.A.M.P.S. Heart of Texas Bowl at Bulldawg Stadium in Copperas 

Cove, Texas.

The Wonder Boys (9-3) rolled up 620 yards of total offense while 

earning their first bowl victory and their first postseason win away 

from home since the 1957 Rice Bowl.

With the victory, Arkansas Tech reached the nine-win plateau in 

a season for just the 10th time in the 101-season history of its 

football program. The Wonder Boys also won nine or more games 

in 1946, 1949, 1960, 1964, 1968, 1971, 1999, 2004 and 2009.

Raymond Monica joined John Tucker, Raymond Burnett, Marvin 

“Shorty” Salmon, Don Dempsey and Steve Mullins as the only 

Arkansas Tech head football coaches to lead the Wonder Boys to 

nine or more wins in a season.

Arkansas Tech senior quarterback Arsenio Favor was voted most 

valuable player of the 2015 C.H.A.M.P.S Heart of Texas Bowl. He 

completed 19-of-30 passes for 357 yards and five touchdowns, 

rushed 15 times for 84 yards and two touchdowns and tied the 

Great American Conference record for most touchdowns accounted 

for in a game (7).

Favor’s fellow senior, linebacker Logan Genz, broke his own school 

record for tackles in a game with 25. The record-breaking and final 

tackle came on a fourth-down play at the Arkansas Tech 7-yard line 

with 4:57 left, forcing Eastern New Mexico to turn the football over 

on downs and sealing the win for the Wonder Boys.

Genz completed his four-year Arkansas Tech career with 480 

tackles, most in the history of the Wonder Boys and the GAC. He 

ranks fourth in NCAA Division II history in career tackles. |
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Fletcher wins Inaugural Pat Dudeck Memorial Award
When former Arkansas Tech University 

men’s basketball player Pat Dudeck passed 

away in January 2016, a group of his former 

teammates and coaches wanted to find a 

way to ensure that his memory would live 

on at his alma mater.

That goal was achieved with the creation 

of the Pat Dudeck Memorial Award, which 

will be presented each year to a member 

of the Wonder Boys basketball team that 

demonstrates the teamwork, character, 

academic success, respect, work ethic and 

friendliness that Dudeck was known for 

both during and after his playing days.

Bryson Fletcher, a senior from Camden, 

received the inaugural Pat Dudeck 

Memorial Award during Arkansas Tech’s 

final home basketball game of the 2015-16 

season on Feb. 27.

Dudeck was a three-year letterman for the 

Arkansas Tech University men’s basketball 

program, appearing in 45 career games 

from 1989-93.

The son of Bobbi and Bud Dudeck, Pat 

went on to a successful career in real 

estate. He and his wife, Kerri, are parents 

to three children: daughter, Lauren, and 

sons, Seth and Rowen.

Pat’s family was on hand for the 

presentation of the award on Feb. 27.

“It was an unbelievable moment for us 

to be able to share Pat’s story,” said Max 

Mathis, a three-time All-America forward 

for the Wonder Boys in the early 1990s. “It 

was great to have his family here to share 

in what we felt about Pat and our program. 

It was great to see our brothers here, as 

well. Every person’s path is different. It’s 

about what you make of your talent and 

the opportunities that you receive along 

the way. I cannot think of a better recipient 

than Bryson for this first year that we 

honor Pat in this way.” | 
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I would like to make a donation to the Arkansas Tech Alumni Association Scholarship: $:

I would like to make a donation in honor of : $:

I would like to make a donation in memory of : $:

Please make checks payable to the Arkansas Tech Foundation and write Alumni Scholarship in the memo field of the check.

Donations may be mailed to the Arkansas Tech Foundation, 8820 Tech Lane, Russellville, AR 72801

Name Tech major and year 

(include maiden name if applicable) Graduated or attended (circle one)

Spouse’s Name Tech major and year 

(include maiden name if applicable) Graduated or attended (circle one)

Mailing   City  State Zip

Telephone E-mail

Occupation: His  Hers
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